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Scripture ha|S been translated into over 1,000 lan¬
guages, establisliing the special contact with God that
Bible reading can give for people the world over.

S

i

ISought the Lord
i

Isought the Lord, and afterward Iknew
He moved my soul to seek Him, seeking me;
I t w a s n o t I t h a t f o u n d , O S a v i o u r t r u e ,
No, Iwas found o f Thee.
Thou didst reach forth Thy hand and mine enfold;
I w a l k e d a n d s a n k n o t o n i t h e s t o r m - v e x e d s e a —
’Twas not so much that Ion Thee took hold,
As Thou, dear Lord, on me.
Ifind, Iwalk, I love, but Othe whole
Of love is but my answer. Lord, to Thee;
For Thou wert long before-hand with my soul.
Always Thou lovedst me.

i

I
V

$
I

I
I I

Ii

— A u t h o r U n k n o w n .i Is

Ii

N u m b e r 1 5March 5, 1956V o l u m e X X I I



L U T H E R A N March 5, 1956

on the other hand presupposes that faith produces
healing of the body or aids it. Very briefly, faith
cannot be thought of independently of behef. Afaith
attitude can best be thought of as composed of belief
supplemented by alarge pattern of action tendencies,
which, when completed, are revealed to be harmon¬
ious; or to put it another way, faith is awillingness
t o a c t o n a b e l i e f o r o n b e l i e f s .

We know there is also arelationship between emo¬
tions and physiological development. We need only
mention the example of the person who in t ime of
atornado hfted the whole sidewall of acollapsed home
to free his wife. We who are pastors would be the
fi r s t t o a d m i t t h a t t h e r e i s o f t e n a b e n e fi c i a l e f f e c t
from the repetition, for example, of words, or phrases,
or mottoes, or scripture verses, whether or not the
meaning is apparent to the one who repeats them.

Before we can evaluate faith healing, we must
recognize that there are various kinds of defects and
diseases, and that only in certain of these are the
f a i t h h e a l e r s a p p a r e n t l y e f f e c t i v e . T h e r e a r e t h e
structural abnormalities, and malformations of various
kinds. There are organic diseases, such as tubercu¬
losis, cancer,-diabetes, stomach ulcers —some of which
may tend to be caused by emotional attitudes. With
organic diseases there is always the possibility of the
condition resulting in death. There are also the mental
diseases. Lastly there is the great group of functional
diseases. The popular mind knows little of these,
which is not to be wondered at, because the scientific
world has known little of them until the present
century. Technically they are referred to as psycho¬
neurotic states, and the diseases may be called phy-
chosomatic diseases. They are supposed to be caused
by no infection, and they are not accompanied by any
characteristic alteration of body structures. They
supposed to be disturbances of function and not of
structure. In each case the human machine has been
thrown out of gear and is running imperfectly, al¬
though each part of the machine is still present and
undamaged. Here are the phobias and ithe obsessions,
the hysterical fits, the hysterical paralyses and
tractures and tics, and most misleading of aU, the
“hysterical” pains. So numerous are these fimctional
or hysterical disturbances that they are aconstant
menace in the way of every physician. It is easy to
mistake ithe hysterical or function pains for symptoms
of organic disease.

The forms of these psychoneurotic disturbances are
almost without number. One great specialist says they
may resemble any kind of medical or surgical condi¬
tion. Let me give afew examples of (these fimctional
diseases: paralyzed arms and legs, dissociative blind¬
ness and deafness, loss of power to speak, inability
to swallow food, muscle contractions which give the
appearance of spinal curvature, and ahost of other
misleading and confusing forms. The onset of these
symptonns is often sudden; and, which is quite as
impoi’tant, they may also disappear suddenly. It should
hardly be necessary to add that paralysis and blind¬
ness and deafness and all the rest of these troubles

(Continued on Page 16)
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Faith Healing
W. Clayton Nielsen

Ihave chosen this"^ morning to try to answer a
question that has come into many people’s minds the
last few months. It is aquestion that has been asked
of me several times, and Iwant to attempt to answer
the question rather ful ly, together with the implica¬
tions of the question. The question asked of me has
been something like this: “What do you thiirk of Oral
Rober ts and h i s p reach ing , and h i s work? ” On a
broader basis, the question might be, “What, do you
think about faith healing?”

The Oral Roberts program, which is heai’d on
about 95 TV stations each Sunday is drawing quite
a fo l l ow ing . Accord ing to an ed i to r ia l appear ing in
“ T h e C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y ” f o r J u n e 2 9 , 1 9 5 5 , O r a l
Roberts, an Oklahoma evangelist who practices faith
heahng, is s imply us ing as imple idea coupled wi th
as t ream o f pub l i c i t y equa l to any th ing pu t ou t by
Ringhng’s press agent. “If, he reasoned, faith heal¬
ing can always attract crowds, as it apparently can,
why not put it on television and go after what the
audio-visual boys call ‘the mass audience’?” Oral
R o b e r t s h a s d o n e t h i s w i t h s e n s a t i o n a l r e s u l t s . H e
outgrew his three-story headquarters and purchased
a175 -ac re s i t e f o r aqua r te r o f am i l l i on do l l a r s t o
expand from 180 employees already needed to answer
the mail to the additional hundreds who are expected
s o o n t o b e n e e d e d .

In making this study of faith healing, Ihave con¬
sulted such reliable sources as arecent Encyclopedia
of Religion with an article written by Dr. Anton T.
Boisen, chaplain in the Elgin State Hospital at Elgin,
Illinois, atextbook in the psychology of religion called
“The Psychology of Religious Adjustment” by Ed¬
mund S. Conklin, professor of psychology at the Uni¬
versity of Oregon, as well as magazine articles in the
religious press.

Disease has always been one of the most trouble¬
some features in the world to wMch man is seeking
to make an adjustment. The obscure nature of dis¬
ease, the peculiariities of its appearance and disap¬
pearance, and the suffering which it produces, early
led to the belief that it was due to supernatural
agencies. In primitive societies, the priest and the
medicine man were one. The separation of medical
practice from all relationship to notions of the occult
and of demon possession, and of witchcraft, is, in the
light of human history, avery recent development.
The separation of religious belief and practice from
the problems of physical healing has never been
achieved; and many devout people believe that such
aseparation is not desirable.

It will be necessary to over-simplify for this dis¬
cussion; it will be necessary to state facts accepted
by authorities without giving the full reasons for
them. At the outset, it is probably necessaiy to state
that there is adifference between faith healing and
divine healing. Divine healing, such as that carried
on by Jesus himself, presupposes (the intervention of
God directly in specific cases. Ibelieve there are such
instances; but Ibelieve they are rare. Faith healing.

a r e

c o n -

Pastor Nielsen preached this sermon November
20, in his home congregation, Withee, Wisconsin.
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Miss Westrom, staff writer for the National Lutheran Council, gives
an impression of the modern rural pastor. She is of special interest
when she discusses one of our own ministers, in telling of

The Rural Pastor --1956 Model
Betty Westrom

He has built altar, beginners’ table, and irtility
cabinets for the Sunday school. Recently he designed
and fabricated aset of light fixtures with direct and
indirect lighting for the church and also re-wired the
building. Adeep freeze he put together five years
ago is still going well, and this success has inspired
him to work on an air-conditioning project for the

HAT IS your conception of the typical rural
pastor? Perhaps you see him as asilvery-
haired gentleman in afrayed black suit

plodding through aquiet, unchanging routine ....
you may look upon him as apreacher of droning,
platitudinous sermons, aman without quite enough
creative ability to succeed in alarger parish... or he
may be pictured as aman who has allowed his scholar¬
ship to wear thin, vegetating in aplacid backwater
.... or do you think of the country parson and his
mousy little wife as sacrificing their own interests on
the altar of community approval, trapped in alife of
conformi ty?

If you harbor any of these impressions, then it’s
time to change your views, ito bring your thinking
up-to-date.

Visit acountry parsonage of today, and you will
discover that this dreary stereotype just doesn’t fit.
You will most likely be met at the door by an alert
attractive pastor’s wife who sees no virtue in wearing
a d o w d y h a t .

The pastor himself may wear his hair in abrush
cut, may appear at apicnic in Bermuda shorts, may
drive aconvertible. Frankly, the people are alittle
relieved to find that he can shed some of his aura of
dignity. They grant him the freedom to be an in¬
d i v i d u a l .

Country pastors of today are as individual as snow¬
flakes; and nowhere is this individuality reflected so
well as in their “spare time” interests. They are able
to bring new zest to their shepherd’s task because

'they have not had to sacrifice their enthusiasm for
art and literature, science and music, athletics and
m e c h a n i c s .

Ablonde, broad-shouldered young pastor with a
fla i r fo r inven t ion i s the Rev. G i les Eko la o f New
York Mills, Minnesota. Achildhood interest in me¬
chanics and physics started it all, and after discharge
from the air force he began to tinker with inventions.
T h u s f a r t h e t w o i n v e n t i o n s w h i c h s h o w t h e m o s t
promise are aChristmas tree stand and acover and
seal for wide-mouth vacuum bot t les. Ala i ’ge manu¬
facturing concern is running astudy of his first idea.

Putting together sermons requires creative effort
according to Pastor Ekola, and work on inventions
may provide healthful exercise for these creative
powers. Then, too, arural pastor can use the financial
boost which asuccessful invention may provide.

Pas to r Eko la fee ls tha t “ the ru ra l m in is t ry i s a
place in which aman can find out what he is made of.”

Another pastor with an enthusiasm for “tinkering”
is the Rev. W. H. Klein of Carthage, Illinois. His
interest in woodworking, mechanical and electrical en¬
gineering has provided some practical equipment for
his rural par ish.

w

p a r s o n a g e .
Personal counseling has been emphasized in Pastor

Klein’s ministry. This is rewarding work, but pro¬
gress is made so slowly that it may be discerned only
over aperiod of years. There are moments of dis¬
couragement. That’s when he gets alift out of going
to the basement, chucking apiece of wood into the
lathe, touching atool to the work immediately seeing
the resu l t s o f h i s e f f o r t .

The Klein family went through one period of
raising angora rabbits and spinning yarn by hand.
Right now they have one rabbit, two feeder pigs, a
sow and alitter of 11, two cows, three hives of bees,
a n d “a n o cca s i o n a l ch i cke n . ” Th e se ve n tu re s i n a n i ma l
husbandry give him abond with his farmer neigh¬
bors, the pastor points out. They feel that he is one
o f t h e m .

For many years while the Rev. R. H. Riensche was
aprairie pastor in Deshler, Nebraska, his favorite
vacation time hobby was mountain climbing. Every
summer found him and his wife and daughters pack¬
ing up for ajaunt to the Colorado Rockies. Now, in
his new assignment at Loveland, Colorado, Pastor
Riensche finds his hobby right at his front door.

Awriter-pastor who snorts at the notion of con¬
formity is the Rev. J. Elmo Agrimson of Tioga, North
Dakota. The spunky young man with the pugnacious
set to his jaw stands around on main street talking
things over with his farmer friends, then goes home
to write sermons or articles in his free-swinging style.

A s e d i t o r o f t h e R u r a l L u l t h e r a n a n d c o n t r i b u t o r
to other publications, his writing crackles with vitality.
Pastor Agrimson started as sheepherder, took his high
school work by correspondence, and now finds that he
and his rural parish are at the busy center of the
North Dakota oil boom. The Tioga pastor finds that
dull moments are increasingly scarce as he integrates
the i t ra i ler-dwel l ing newcomers f rom Texas wi th h is
old Norwegian parish.

His Great Plains candor can be heard in quotations
l i k e :

“Out West apreacher cannot coast on his ‘Rev¬
erend.’ The pastor should act like apermanent citizen,
and not like atemporai-y visitor from heaven.”

Pastor Agrimson acts l ike apermanent cit izen
of Tioga. His gi’eatest satisfaction as arural pastor
comes from seeing the direct effect of the Christian
fellowship on the whole community. He’s active in
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for beauty in God’s countryside and not to use all their
energies for cash crops.

“ O n l y a v i g o r o u s l y g r o w i n g p l a n t i s b e a u t i f u l , ”
he says. “To attain this beauty we must work with
God in nature, and the lowly earthworm is one of our
b e s t a l l i e s . ”

Lemmon, South Dakota, is atypical trade center
in the grain and cow-puncher area which owes acul¬
tural debt to the Rev. Erling Erickson, ayoung Lu¬
theran pastor with agift for art. Not only have he
and his people added abeautiful Gothic church to
the Great Plains landscape; but the pastor has served
as ascholarly art interpreter to the entire community.

In his work as missionary to the Cree Indians at
Rocky Boy, Montana, the Rev. John Dehaan can make
good use of his knowledge of photography. Pastor
Dehaan’s hundreds of colored slides of the life among
the Crees are circulated round-robin style among the
congregat ions o f the Un i ted Lu theran Ch imch and
s e r v e t o s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t i n t h e m i s s i o n . H i s I n d i a n
rural par ishioners wi th their braided hair, buck-skin

papoose carriers, and knee-length moc¬
casins make color fu l subjects for the
pastor-photographer.

Although he formerly served in city
parishes, the Rev. Enok Mortensen finds
that bis world has become much larger
in his 12 years as pastor in the little
town of Tyler, Minnesota. During those
years he has gained international recog¬
n i t i o n f o r h i s w o r k i n D a n i s h - A m e r i c a n
cu l tura l s tudy.

Three years ago, on aState Depart¬
ment lecture tour of Denmark, he gave

75 talks on the everyday aspects of American living.
H e h a s w r i t t e n a h a l f d o z e n b o o k s o n t h e D a n i s h -

American immigrant. Because of these achievements
a n d a l s o b e c a u s e o f t h e “ f o l k s c h o o l ” w h i c h h e h a d
directed at Tyler, he was awarded the ‘‘Einight of
Dannebrog” Cross last spring by the Danish King.

Pastor Mortensen believes —as did Bishop Grundt-
vig, founder of the Danish folk school movement —
that the Gospel has abearing on life here and now
as well as in an ‘‘other-worldly” sense. He came to
Tyler convinced that it is more important to strengthen,
enrich and deepen the lives of the people than to build
up as t ronger ins t i tu t iona l church .

He found that the Tyler parish owned adecaying
building, unused and neglected, which had once housed
athriving folk school on the Grundtvig pattern. Under
his leadership the Danebod! Folk School has once
again become acenter for rural cul ture and educa¬
tion, creative folk living, recreational leadership and
community development.

The yearly calendar includes such things as aRural
Life School, summer camp for children, acommunity
Fourth of July Festival, Recreational Institute, and
Folk Meeting.

Now the Mortensens are thinldng about another
year in Denmark, where the pastor has 'been asked
to teach aclass in Amer ican Cul ture at the famous
A s k o v F o l k S c h o o l .

“I believe that it isn’t enough merely to preach
on Sunday,” he says, “for we are citizens not only

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 4 )
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the Chamber of Commerce and Kiwanis , ed i ted ' a
1955 brochure on the town, and engineered apopula¬
tion and religious census.

Completely sold on rural life. Pastor Agrimson re¬
minds his readers that “a holy child was bom in a
o n e - h o r s e t o w n i n P a l e s t i n e . ”

In the living room of the Lutheran parsonage at
Elkhorn, Nebraska are three big tanks of tropical
fish, the spare-time interest of Pastor Ted Schroeder.
S-wimming around in the lighted tanks are avariety
of brilliantly-colored little fish-angel fish and neon
tetra, kissing gourami, wags, and tail light fish.

Everything he knows about the fish he’s picked
up from reading. He has rigged up apressure tank
t o c o n t r o l t h e a i r a n d fi l t e r s t o c l e a n c h l o r i d e a n d
gases out of the bowl. Thermostatically-controlled
heaters maintain aconstant temperature of 76 to 79
degrees, and ornamental aerators keep the water bub¬
bling.

The building of anew church and expansion of
the parish program have meant aheavy schedule for
Pas to r Sd i roede r, and t he fish have
given needed relaxation.

An av id s tuden t o f na tu re i s t he
Rev. Clarence W. Thorwald of St. Ed¬
ward, Nebraska. His interest in birds,
insects, gardening and weather study
t a k e h i m o f t e n i n t o t h e o u t - o f - d o o r s .
Pastor Thorwald also pleads gui l ty to
verse-writing, which he considers not
imconneoted to his pastoral work. He
recognizes it as an aid to concise think¬
ing.

«««<! V V O

T h e m a n w h o t r i e s t o w o r k
for the good, be l iev ing in
i ts eventua l v ic tory, wh i le
he may suffer setback and
e v e n d i s a s t e r , w i l l n e v e r
know defeat . The on ly dead¬
l y s i n I know i s cyn i c i sm .

— H e n r y L . S t i n u o n .

<i «

Music holds the spotlight for the
family of the Rev. Ralph R. Radloff, Bird City, Kansas.
P a s t o r R a d l o f f w a s a t o n e t i m e a t e a c h e r o f m u s i c a t
the Hebron College and Academy. Both he and his
wife are accomplished pianists, so the grand piano in
the parsonage is in constant use.

For another rural pastor, the Rev. Willis Yarian
of Fort Wayne, Indiana, an interest in gardening has
resulted in an unusual family activity, the raising of
e a r t h w o r m s . A s a f a r m b o y h e h a d o b s e r v e d h o w
the common earthworm processes the soi l ,
worms take o rgan ic mate r ia l s f rom the so i l ( such
things as manure or garbage), and pass these materials
through theh’ bodies, adding their own secretions. The
earthlike “castings” which are thrown off are afine,
natural plant food.

When the pastor first began raismg his own earth¬
worms his only purpose was to produce 'better veg¬
etables in his garden. Soon he was enthusiastical ly
supplying castings for the gardening friends. By this
time his family had become interested and began to
lend ahand, and now the project has grown into a
m o d e s t c o m m e r c i a l v e n t u r e .

All the Yarians get into the act —counting worms,
packaging and working the castings. Castings are
produced and worms are grown in two outdoor pits
and' in wooden “lug boxes” and oil drums in the base¬
ment. Women in the parish remember to dump the
church’s kitchen wastes into the compost pits.

As arural pastor. Pastor Yarian feels that he is
called to lead his parishioners to adeeper appreciation

E a r t h -
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Ve r n e r H a n s e n said “You can be aclerk or asalesman —the clerk
waits for the customer, and the salesman goes out
for him. We should be ringing doorbells, instead of
church bells; we have been doing by proxy what we
should do by proximity; by purse instead of by per-

We can apply these phrases to much of the
modest Christianity in our synod, except that we
have not been called upon to do enough even by
purse. By Church Extension, we are preparing to
become consecrated salesmen, and to begin to be “for¬
w a r d ” i n f a i t h .

Underlying my personal concern for Grand View
is the intensity of my desire that Grand View will
still be there when my daughters reach college age.
While that age is approaching with alarming velocity,
it still is far enough in the future so that my concern
is realistic. Every college campus in the nation is
far along on the I'oad to expansion, and it is honestly
amat te r o f ac tua l surv iva l fo r our schoo l tha t the
science building and gym-auditorium materialize. The
building of these additions is itself an indication of
the vitality and temper of the academic life. Old,
ivy-covered, tradition-tinged halls and quadrangles are
pleasing, but every school must have ascattering of

spanking-new buildings lest we lose faith
in the contemporariness of its teaching, and
in its future. While Iwant my daughters
to find at Grand View the same spirit and
values that I feel I found there, Idon’t want
them to duplicate my experiences. Already,
those experiences are outdated, and belong
only in recollections. Grand View mtist move
on, and we can help it to move forward in
f a i t h .

Forward in Faith
It is not often that an editor is asked to contribute

to his own paper. Since the committee has asked me
for them, however, Iam submitting, without fear of
rejection slip, afew personal notes on why the “Ad¬
vance” seems to me so important.

To this end Ihave given this piece the common¬
place title “Forward in Faith.” We can deepen our
thought alittle and see that the phrase need not re¬
main commonplace. One of the modern usages of
the word “forward” is: bold, aggressive. It is char¬
acteristic of our synod and our people that we have
been cautious and restrained. The time has come for

to undergo aslight change in personality. Is it
over-emphasis to say that Christian faith and

modesty are alien? In the great tradition of the faith
of our fathers, it was not modesty and restraint that
brought on martrydom. It was acertain “forward-

agressiveness, that led the saints to the torture
chambers, the arena, the stake, the cross. ___
sense we must begin to be forward in faith, and then
we can hope to go forward in faith. “Faith
and Life Advance” gives us an opportunity.

Most persons have great confidence in
t h e i r o w n l i k e s a n d d i s l i k e s . “ O h , h a v e

read the la tes t Wouk nove l? ” “Have

s o n . ’

u s

a n

n e s s ,
I n t h i s

(Wy o u
you seen Arthur Miller’s last play?
you like the latest Shostokovich concerto?”
—Those are the phrases with which we
accost our friends. What we like, we assume
a l l m u s t l i k e . W e h o l d i n s c o r n t h o s e w h o
approve of what we dislike. Aggressiveness
is natura l to us here. In l ike manner, as
Christians we ought to be willing to broadcast our
religious convictions, and be, like Paul, unashamed
of our witness. Those of us whose natural shyness
makes this impossible will welcome “Faith and Life
Advance” as aunique ’opportunity for aworthy ag-

D o

s u n i w c f o f t
TOMOWIOW

N o w I h a v e u s e d t h a t w o r d “ f o r w a r d ” i n
its usual manner, and perhaps that is jiist

For that is the sense in which i ts idea is em-a s w e l l ,
bodied in the watchword “Fai th and Li fe Advance.”
One of my fondest memories of Grand View is of
the rousing way in which we used to sing O. C. Olsen’s

For auseful l i fe we are training,
Soul and body clean and strong ...

The key word in that song is “forward” and its
opening word is “We are building for tomorrow.” Per¬
haps it may appear of sketchy value to some to erect
ahome mission chapel for acouple of dozen people,
but one’s vision must curve beyond the visible horizon.
We must have tomorrow in mind, and overreach the
limitations of today. Our faith needs elbow-room.

Idon’t know who designed the fine insignia for
th is cause but the church in the foregro imd looks
suspiciously like our home mission in Cedarloo, Iowa.
(The background obviously^is Grand View.) This
picture is asure sign of aworthwhile aggressiveness,
and the ins ignia as awhole ought to ra l ly us. God
grant us success in this venture, and the confidence
of the aggressive Apostle who said, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Phil. 4:13.)

g r e s s i v e n e s s .
The five years which Ipersonally spent at Grand

View, and the thirteen ygars since my ordination,
in the work of our synod, are my reasons for support¬
ing this “Advance.” Through Church Extension and
through expanding Grand View, Ifeel Iam assuring
t h a t o t h e r s w i l l s h a r e w h a t h a s m e a n t s o m u c h t o m e
over those years. If Ithereby am drawing others into
the circle of my particular “likes,” Iam unashamed
and only wish Icould, be more aggressive about it.
What we l ike, we want others to share.

I f o u r C h r i s t i a n f a i t h i s s o h o l l o w t h a t w e d o n o t
acti-vely desire to spread its influence, then we are
no kin to the martyrs whose blood has been the seed
o f t h e c h u r c h . I f o u r f a i t h i s s o s e c t a r i a n a n d s o
n a r r o w t h a t w e w a n t t o i s o l a t e i t b e h i n d a n i r o n i c
curtain of aloofness and self-satisfaction, then we have
no right to call it Chi'istian. On the other hand, if
our Christian faith is vital, and progressive, and sacri¬
ficial, and evangelistic, then we will welcome every
opportunity to widen the scope of its influence. The
coming ingathering is such an opportunity, and we
c a n m a k e i t a r e a l f a i t h a n d l i f e a d v a n c e .

All life is an experiment. Wliat if you do fail,
and get fairly rolled in the dirt once or twice? Up
again, you shall never be so afraid of atumble.

— E m e r s o n .Jesse Bader, in an accumulation of expert phrases,
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List of Regional Home Mission
C o m m i t t e e M e m b e r s

Announcement has been made of the following ap¬
pointments to Regional Home Mission Committees at
various locations throughout the country. Expiration
date (year) follows the name of each appointee.

N A M E

Boston, Massachusetts
Rev. Viggo Hansen, Bridgeport 8, Conn
Rev. George Mellby, Hartford 6, Conn

D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o
Rev. Calvin Rossman, Hay Springs, Nebr

Illinois <

Rev. Erik Moller, Chicago 22, 111
Rev. Paul Wikman, Chicago 19, 111

I o w a

Rev. Richard Sorensen, Waterloo, Iowa
Rev. Holger Jorgensen, Des .Moines, Iowa

L o w e r M i c h i g a n
Rev. Peter D. Thomsen, Greenville, Mich
Rev. Edwin E. Hansen, Muskegon, Mich

A l a d i s o n

Rev. Ivan Nielsen, Marinette, Wis
Rev. Clayton Nielsen, Withee, Wis

M i i m e s o t a

Rev. Ottar S. Jorgensen, Minneapolis 6, Minn. _
Rev. Clayton Nielsen, Withee, Wisconsin

M o n t a n a

Rev. Ove Nielsen, Minneapolis 8, Minn.
Rev. Harold Petersen, Askov, Minn. 

N e b r a s k a

Rev. Marius Krog, Omaha 6, Nebraska
Rev. Calvin Rossman, Hay Springs, Nebraska

New Jersey
Rev. Viggo Hansen, Bridgeport 8, Conn.
Rev. Kirkegaard Jensen, Perth Amboy, New Jersey __1957

N o r t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a

Rev. A. E. Farstrup, Solvang, California
Rev. Owen C. Gramps, Watsonvil le, California

P a c i fi c N o r t h w e s t

Dr. J. C. Kjaer, Seattle 5, Washington
Rev. Harold Olsen, Junction City, Oregon

S i o u x F a l l s

Rev. Harold Ibsen, Viborg, South Dakota ___
S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a

Rev. A. E. Farstrup, Solvang, California
Rev. Verner Hansen, Los Angeles 8, California

(signed)
Holger O. Nielsen, Sec.
1410 Ma in S t ree t
Cedar Falls, Iowa.

©wing WorJi
“Ye A l low the Deeds o f You i * Fathers

( N i n t h i n a S e r i e s )

T h e w o r d “ a l l o w ” i s u s e d fi v e t i m e s i n t h e
King James Version of the Bible. In each case
it has the sense of praise, approve, or accept —
the common meaning of “allow” in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, derived from the Latin
a l iaudare , to pra ise . Jesus ’ accusat ion o f the
lawyers (Luke 11.48), “,ye allow the deeds of your
fathers,” does not imply that they had any power
to permit or prohibit what their fathers did. That
was history, past and done. What he said was,
you approve the deeds of your fa thers. ” The

Greek word means literally “join in tli inking
well of.’’ “

c o n s e n t

f a t h e r s .

When the King James translators used the
word “allow” in Paul’s vivid description of the
predicament of the sinner (Romans 7:15) —“that
which Ido Iallow not: for what Iwould, that
do Inot; but what Ihate, that do I” —they used
it in the sense of “approve.” Their rendering
would be expressed today in the words, “I do
not approve what Iam doing.” Buit in this case
they mistranslated the Greek verb, which means
know” or “understand.” What Paul said was,
Ido not understand what Iam doing.” The

Revised Standard Version t ranslates the
Ido not understand my own actions. For Ido

not do what Iwant, but Ido the very thing I
h a t e . ”

T E R M E X P I R E S ( D e c . 3 1 )
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T h e r e v i s e d v e r s i o n s u s e t h e w o r d
you consent to the deeds of your
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Paul’s statement in 1Thessalonians 2:4 does
not mean merely that God permitted him to be
entrusted with the preaching of the gospel, but
that God approved him for this mission. The
Revised Standard Version uses the word
prove” in Romans 14:22 also, and the word
cept” in Acts 24:15.
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Luther A. Weigle.
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M I R A C L E

By Lois Snelling

Ido not know how ashriveled bulb.
That seems so dry and dead,
Can spring to life when April comes
And be aflower i ns tead .
Ido not know how Christ, our Lord
Could lie in the quiet tomb
And then come forth to meet his friends
Again in .the upper room.
Ido not know, I. need not know.
Why death takes life anew.
Suffice my heart to imderstand
That these strange things are true.
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Mrs. Ellen Knudsen, 1033 South Tenth Street, Maywood, Illinois
E d i t o r

and don’t forget the dates, Tuesday, April 3through Friday,
A p r i l 6 .The Bethany’s Women’s League of

Menominee, Michigan a i r s . R o l f K i r k e g a a r d .

V V O i V E E N ’ S R E T R E AT P R O G R A M
D a n e b o d F o l k S c h o o l , Ty l e r , M i n n .

Tuesday, April 3

Our society of 27 members, has been very active this
past year. We were divided into groups and each group
had aproject. The projects included an imaginary bazaar,
an ice cream social, selling of cards, and asilver tea.

We have a lso fin ished awh i te mus i in tab le c lo th tha t
has been traveling for some time. All the families’ names
of the congregation are embroidered in red floss on this
cloth which we use at our congregational meetings.

We held our annual Mother-Daughter banquet in May,
which was very well attended. We closed our year with
o u r C h r i s t m a s p a r t y .

6 : 3 0 p . m . — D i n n e r .
7:30 p. m.—Sing.
8:00 p. m.—Opening address. Rev. Enok Mortensen.

10:00 p. m.—Devotions, coffee.
Wednesday, Apri l 4

8 : 0 0 a . m . — B r e a k f a s t .
9 : 0 0 a . m . — B i b l e h o u r . R e v. E r i k M o U e r.

1 0 : 0 0 a . m . — ^ “ L i v i n g a s C h r i s t i a n F a m i l i e s i n To d a y ’s
W o r l d , ” J a m e s E . B r i s t o l .

11:00 a. m.—Discussion on family relations.
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — L u n c h .

2:00 p. m.—Public speaking and oral reading, Mrs. Noyes.
3:00 p. m.—Coffee and book review by Orena Cooper.
3:30 p. m.—Craft.
5:00 p. m.—Reading, Mrs. Noyes.
6:00 p. m.—Dinner.
7:00 p. m.—Sing.
8:00 p. m.—^“Our Answer to Communism,” James Bristol.

10:00 p. m.—Devotions, coffee.

Mrs. Hari-y Nielsen, Secretary.

W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t
A P R B L 3 - 6

The Women’s Retreat is now less than amonth away,
and Ihope many of you have already made definite plans
to attend —and that many more of you wil l ! We can now
give you amore detailed report of the program, and as you
can see by the schedule, afull program has again been
a r r a n g e d .

As has been stated before. Rev. Erik Moller of ’Trinity
Lutheran Church in Chicago wi l l again conduct the dai ly
B i b l e h o u r s . I a m s u r e h e i s w e l l k n o w n t o m o s t o f u s , a n d
we know we wi l l again receive areal inspi rat ion f rom his
messages to us. Mrs. Noyes will also be back with us this
year, and she too is known to many of us both for her fine
work at Grand View College and for the splendid contribu¬
t i o n s h e m a d e t o t h e 1 9 5 5 R e t r e a t . J a m e s B r i s t o l i s a n e w ¬
comer to the Retreat, but comes very highly recommended
by those who know him. He was aLutheran pastor in
Camden, New Jersey, for anumber of years before beginning
ac t i ve wo rk f o r seve ra l o rgan i za t i ons wo rk ing f o r wo r l d
peace. Since 1947 he has been active in the work of the
Amer i can F r iends Serv i ce Commi t tee , do ing ag rea t dea l
of work with cl i i ldren and col lege and university students.
He has made trips to Jamaica, England and Mexico, visiting
and speaking and participating in discussions with students.
We are looking forward to_ meeting and sharing these days
w i t h M r . B r i s t o l .

We are th is year inc lud ing abook rev iew to be g iven
by Orena Cooper at the afternoon coffee table, and the craft
period may include avariety of things such as an art appre¬
ciat ion course, amusic appi 'ec ia t ion per iod, or aser ies of
demons t ra ted t a l ks on t he h i s to r y o f t he Amer i can f o l k
song. Apuppet show may be included on one of the days,
and Mrs. Alvilda Sorensen of Brookings, South Dakota, will
present aIdt of ideas for cheer ing the convalescent. ’The
plans for this period are not quite definite, but I’m sui’e you’ll
agree that any or all of these possibilities would be worth¬
while. We will again devote some time to singing, an hour
which Iknow everyone wi l l en joy.

Both Rev. and Mrs. Enok Mortensen wil l give alecture,
Mrs. Mortensen choosing her topic from her recent partici¬
pation in the White House Conference on Education where
s h e w a s o n e o f t h e M i n n e s o t a d e l e g a t e s .

E v e r y o n e a t t e n d i n g t h e R e t r e a t s h o u l d b r i n g t h e i r o w n
bedding, (sheet, pillowcase and blankets) and towels, soap,
etc. Br ing along your Hymnal and World of Song. Regis¬
t ra t ions should be sent to Mrs. Nanna Mor tensen, Ty ler,
Minnesota, and i f you wish someone to meet you p lease
notify Mrs. Mortensen of this. The cost for the Retreat has
been set at $10.00 plus registration fee of $2.00.

If your Ladies’ Aid has not as yet decided on delegates
to go to the Women’s Retreat, be sure you do so at once —

Thursday, Ap r i l 5
8 : 0 0 a . m . — B r e a k f a s t .
9 : 0 0 a . m . — B i b l e h o u r . R e v. E r i k M o l l e r .

10:00 a. m.—“Speak Truth to Power,” James E. Bristol.
11 : 0 0 a . m . — D i s c u s s i o n , w a r a n d p e a c e .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — L u n c h .

2:00 p. m.—^Mrs. Noyes.
3:00 p. m.—Coffee and book review.
3:30 p. m.—Craft.
5:00 p. m.—Reading, Mrs. Noyes.
6:00 p. m.—Dinner.
7 : 0 0 p . m . — S i n g .
8:00 p. m.—Lecture, Rev. Erik Moller.

10:00 p. m.—Devotions, coffee.
Fr iday, Apr i l 6

8 : 0 0 a . m . — B r e a k f a s t .
9 : 0 0 a . m . — B i b l e h o u r . R e v. E r i k M o l l e r .

1 0 : 0 0 a . m . — “ T h e C r i s i s i n E d u c a t i o n , ”
t e n s e n .

11 : 0 0 a . m . — D i s c u s s i o n o n e d u c a t i o n p r o b l e m s .
1 2 : 0 0 N o o n — L u n c h .

2:00 p. m.—Mrs. Noyes.
3:00 p. m.—Coffee and book review.
3:30 p. m.—Craft.
5:00 p. m.—Evaluation of Retreat.
6 : 0 0 p . m . — B a n q u e t .
8:00 p. m.—Dramatic reading, Mrs. Noyes.

10:00 p. m.—Coffee and closing session.

M r s . N a n n a M o r -

Greetings
E a c h t i m e L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S c o m e s i n t o o u r h o m e s

i t s e r v e s a s a n i n s p i r a t i o n a n d a s a r e n e w a l o f o u r b e s t
i n t e r e s t s .

“Our Women’s Work” has come to be an important l ink
in the chain of church related events and it is apleasure
to meet and greet fe l low workers through the medium of
this page.

At this time my first concern is to bring to the readers
asincere “Thank You” for the time it was my privilege to
serve on the WMS board. Ishall always treasjure those
years as agood memory. Thanks go not only to co-workers
on the board for their cooperation but to the Representatives

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )
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basic question, “What is ithe role of the Christian
and the Christian Church in the present world of tur¬
m o i l a n d r e v o l u t i o n ? ”

I t would be an ut ter imposs ib i l i ty to summar ize
any single phase of the Conference in an article of this
length; however, Ibelieve it is possible to briefly
cover the main theme and the various aspects of it.

There were many outstanding men and women
from all parts of the world —all experts in their
respect ive fie lds —who took an ac t ive par t in the
leadership of the Conference activities. This included
persons such as John Mackay, president of Princeton
Theological Semmary, Paul Converse, Philippe Maury,
Mrs. Rosa Page Welch, and many, many others. Giv¬
ing due respect to all the leaders at the Conference,
there is one man that could be considered the king¬
pin; his name is Richard Shaull. Mr. ShauU is general
secretary of the Brazi l ian Student Chr is t ian Move¬
ment, ateacher in the Presbyterian Seminary in Cap-
inas, and aformer evangelist who spent ten years
as ayouth worker in Columbia. Mr. Shaull presented
the main address each morning that provided material
for the work of some of the other groups that met
later in the day. Mr. Shaull is the axotbor of ENCOUN¬
T E R W I T H R E V O L U T I O N , w l i i c h w a s o n e o f t h e
books we studied prior to our arrival at Athens.

Some of the people Ihave come in contact with
since Ireturned have been of the opinion that the
Ecumenical Conference merely brought ahuge group
of international students together for the purpose of
discussing ways and means of sending more and bet¬
t e r m i s s i o n a r i e s t o t h e v a r i o u s u n f o r t u n a t e , n o n -
Christian peoples of the world. These people are
wrong: not only are they wrong in their conception
of the purpose of the Conference, but also in their
understanding of the Christian World Mission.

The big problem of what the position of .the Chris¬
t i a n C h u r c h i s i n a w o r l d o f r e v o l u t i o n w a s t h e b a s i c
question at hand. To understanding the position of
the Christian Church in the world situation, the first
step naturally must be to gain abetter understanding
of the world situation. As was brought out in Mr.
Shaull’s book and in our discussion groups, the world
today is in ahorrible state of revolut ion. This revo¬
lution can be broken down, into variox^ phases. The
revolt of the disinherited as Shaull called it, was
one phase. It is briefly this: Common man wants a
dignity that can come only from the possession of
power; he will fall to any movement that will give
i t t o h i m . A n o t h e r f a c t o r t h a t i s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s
wor ld w ide revo lu t i on i s the c r i s i s tha t has come
into being alone witli the rise of industrial society.
Industrialization and the change to the “Great So¬
ciety” has caused much disorganization and chaos.
Another phase brought into l ight by Shaull and
discussed was the factor of the uneasy conscience of
the privileged classes. People do not wi^ to be
members of privileged society, which is so at the ex¬
pense of others. What was considered to be the most
serious phase of the revolution was the revolution
within the soul of man. Man has denied God. This
Ibelieve, can be effedtively discussed by mentioning
one example Shaull used, that of the character of
I v a n K a r a m a z o v i n T H E B R O T H E R S K A R A M A Z O V

American Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellowship
Edi tor : Ted Ttaaesen, Grand View Seminary

D e s Mo i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

E C U M E N I C A L S T U D E N T C O N F E R E N C E
O N T H E C H R I S T I A N W O R L D M I S S I O N

9 96 6 R e c o n c i l i a t i o n a n d R e v o l u t i o n

By Dan Martensen

Dan Martensen, aGrand View College Sopho¬
more, here gives us areport on an eventful meet¬
ing wh ich has been descr ibed by Rober t Van
D e u s e n a s “ l i k e a f r e s h b r e e z e o n a m o x m t a i n

top.” Dr. Van Deusen, the Washington Secretary
»f the D iv is ion o f Pub l ic Re la t ions o f the Nat iona l

Lutheran Council, also makes this prediction:
“ T f fl S C O N F E R E N C E W I L L B E M A R K E D A S A
T U R N I N G - P O I N T I N T H E W H O L E C O N C E P T

O F C H R I S T I A N M I S S I O N S . 5 >

To understand more fully some of the things men¬
t ioned in the la t ter par t o f th is ar t ic le , Ibe l ieve i t
w o u l d i b e o f v a l u e t o s t a t e a f e w f a c t s a n d s t a t i s t i c s
concerning the Conference. It was aquadrennial affair
sponsored by the Student Volunteer Movement, which
is an internat ional Christ ian organizat ion. The Ecu¬
m e n i c a l S t u d e n t C o n f e r e n c e o n t h e C h r i s t i a n W o r l d
Mission was held from December 27, 1955 to January
1, 1956 on the campus of the University of Ohio,
Athens, Ohio. Over thirty-five himdred students at¬
tended the Conference acting as delegates from col¬
leges loca ted in every pa r t o f the Un i ted S ta tes .
Approximately one half of these delegates were for¬
eign students, who, at present, are studying in Amer¬
ica. More than eighty nations were represented, in¬
cluding every Christian nation in the world. Atypi¬
cal day at the Conference lasted from 7a, m. until
10:30 p. m.; however, if on returning to his dormitory
in the evening adelegate took part in one of the
many bull-«essions in progress there, his day was
lengthened more. These in formal d iscuss ions were
one of the most valuable aspects of the Conference.
The average day’s activities consisted of lectures, Bible
discussion, area forum meetings where prob lems
facing specific mission areas of the world were pre¬
s e n t e d a n d d i s c u s s e d informal fireside gatherings,
vocational seminars, and others. It would be difficult
to explain the complex organization of Conference,
which in my belief is not important.

The Conference theme, “Revolution and Reconcilia¬
tion,” states precisely with what the Conference was
c o n c e r n e d . E a c h o f t h e v a r i o u s b r a n c h e s o f t h e C o n ¬
ference program was in some manner dealing with the
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by Dostoievsky. This young man completely denied
God and set himseK up as aGod-man. It can easily
be seen that this business of setting one’s self up as a
God-man might easily develop into aGod-state situ¬
ation. The other phases of the revolution, mentioned
prior to this offer an ideal opportunity for this de¬
velopment to take place. ShauU said that what is
so frightening about the whole thing is that precisely
t h i s h a s o c c u r r e d i n t h e f o r m o f R u s s i a n C o m m u n i s m

in our day. This is what was considered to be basically
the revolut ionary si tuat ion.

F r o m t h i s i t i s s e e n t h a t c o m m x m i s m i s n o t t h e

sole problem facing us today, but that i t is rather
aby-product o f the ent i re revolut ion. Om’ problem,
then, is getting rid of the revolutionary circumstances
that prevail. Communism, supposedly, offers the an¬
swers to all the questions people have. It steps into
the religious vacuum that is present today and fulfills
not only their religious needs, but also their material¬
istic ones. Shaull stated that if communism is losing
its appeal, it is not because the people have given

'up the idea of revolution, but that they have come to
realize that commimism has betrayed the revolution
of which it claimed to be the leader. After a“survey”
study of the existing problems —which have just been
so inadequately summarized —we realized more fully
that the problems confronting the world today are so
complex that they are beyond the comprehension of
man. Man has come up with answers to the problems
rang ing f rom prevent ive war to economic a id . Not
that some of the things such as economic aid are not
valuable, but that they in themselves are not the
s o l u t i o n .

F r o m t h e r e w e w e n t o n : A s C h r i s t i a n s w e b e l i e v e
that God is the God of History, and in Christ invaded it.
God is the prime-mover and is behind whatever change
is taking place in the world today. Hb is in the process
of forming something new. It has been said that the
sickness of our times are the birth pangs of anew
creation. Our job, then, as Christians, is to find the
position where we can work most effectively as atool
of God. It is the obligation of each Christian to do
his part in making the Christian Church acommunity
revea l ing apat te rn o f l i fe re levant to the wor ld o f
revolution. Indeed, there are numerous complex prob¬
lems confronting the Christian Chiirch in carrying out
its work, but of capital importance is that we, who
call ourselves Christians, truly become One with God
by accepting his gift of reconciliation through Jesus
C h r i s t .

Ihave not received the comprehensive Conference
report as yet so the material mentioned above must
be considered to be only that which my individual
discussion group covered. Because of the uniformity
of the information presented, to all the people at the
Conference, doubtless the other groups followed a
similar procedure of discussion.

The Conference certainly did not come up with
any profound or new 'answers to the problems dis¬
cuss^; indeed, it was not expected to. If any older,
learned person had by chance listened to one of the
discussions, he may well have considered it acess¬
pool of ignorance, and probably justifiably so. We
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were keenly aware of 'the fact that factual knowledge
and other tools necessary in attacking the issues we
faced were not in our possession. ( I wonder i f we
young people would not receive less crit icism if we
could only learn to admit our ignorance).

Many people have asked what the actual value
o f i t h e C o n f e r e n c e w a s . M u c h c o u l d b e w r i t t e n c o n ¬
cerning the possible lasting effects of the Quadrennial,
but Iwould like to mention one or two ways it could
effect the AELYF groups in our Church. First, some
of the questions and answers the Conference was con¬
cerned with could easily be used as discussion topics
for LYF meet ings. Second, I th ink that i f the Ecu¬
menical Conference as awhole is placed on aparallel
with achurch-affiliated youth group, it has something
to say to us. At the Conference hundreds of young
people of all colors and nationalities were united for
acommon cause imder acommon leader, Chr is t . Al l
of these people learned to understand each other better
by learning how much they are alike, but more im¬
portant was the fact that they learned in what respects
they differ. By this acertain sense of unity was
attained. Although not to such an extreme degree in
some cases, can not all of the things just mentioned
be said about agroup such as alocal Youth Fellow¬
ship? There is aunique opportimity existing in
aChristian youth group that can not be found in
any group organized by the Public School or any
dther secular organization or institution.

T h e E c i o m e n i c a l S t u d e n t C o n f e r e n c e o n t h e C h r i s ¬
tian World Mission also throws some light on some¬
thing we are all vitally concerned about, “Our Citizen¬
ship under Christ.”

I N T H E V O L U M E O F T H E B O O K

By Wal te r H . Brooks

Ithought, and prayed, and wondered as Ithought.
Might Inot have, like those of long ago.

Some glimpse, as in asudden sunbeam caught.
Of Christ, the Master, passing to and fro?

And as Iprayed, it seemed the vision came.
The Master looked upon me, grave and sweet;

And I, in mingled ravishment and shame.
Bent my bold eyes, all lowly, to His feet.

“And wouldst thou see me?” graciously He said;
“Thou hast the picture; thou mayst always see:

Search thou the Scriptures thou hast always read.
For they are they that testify of me.”

— T h e W a t c h m a n - E x a m i n e r .

Let us discard all ithis quibbling about this man
and the other man, this race and the other race being
inferior and therefore they must be placed in an in¬
ferior position. Let us discard all these things, and
unite as one people throughouit this land, until we
shall once more stand up declaring that all men are
created equal.

— A b r a h a m L i n c o l n .
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Here is alittle-known use for your Lutheran World
Action dollar in this description of an
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Outpost in Tanganyika
R o l l i n G . S h a f f e r

Promotional Secretary for L. W. A.

ELDOM HAVE Iacqu i red , so much g r ime in d i ve r t i ng too much wa te r f rom . the fu r row. I t t ook
three days. The road to Oldeani, Tanganyika, aspecial trip by moonlight to get 'the muddy water
has long stretches where the volcanic dust flowing again into the large open storage tank. No

electricity is available, of course. In ithe absence ofis four inches deep. Our car became .the focus of a
moving dust storm. The wind behind us billowed the any doctor, Sister Lydia from East Germany, is in
dust clouds aroimd and ahead of us much faster 'than charge of an African medical staff consisting of one

Mixed with the ancient volcanic student nurse and one student dresser. They havew e d a r e d t r a v e l ,
deposit of Mt. Mem was the more recent deposit of cared for as many as 115 out-patients in asingle day.

The 'house 'being built for Sister Lydia has walls
bu t no roo f . The con t rac to r p romised she w i l l be

M e a n w h i l e s h e l i v e s

Masai cattle. The tan clouds seeped in the windows
o f t h e c a r a n d s l i d d o w n t h e w i n d s h i e l d i n r i v u l e t s .

Mission Superintendent Elmer Danielson kept .the under roof in another month,
car on the so-called road while Dr. George Hall and ^th the Jacksons from America and their three small
Icranked the windows down for abreath of fresh children. The other missionary, Stanley Benson, lives

in the l i tt le guest house, which he shared with me.a i r w h e n e v e r i t h e d u s t c l o u d s s i l b s i d e d .

As we approached Oldeani Mission and Dispensary On 'the wall is the skin of ahuge leopaM which he
at dusk, we 'saw two rows of lights which Iassumed shot in the dark at the request of terrified natives,
to be electric lights in atwo-storj^ building. As we ^is first shot had to hit between the shining eyes or
came closer, it became apparent thait the lights were it would have been just too bad. Stan is .going back
open fires where families of the patients were cook- to the Augustana Seminary at Hock Island, 111., to

complete his theological training.
From observing the Rev. Elder Jackson we noted

that amissionary should also be plumber, carpenter.
The 15 stone mason, auto mechanic and inventor. We went

ing supper for themselves and their sick relatives.
The dispensary was opened only one month before.

Aone story br ick bui lding with corrugated iron roof,
it still 'has no doors, windows or ceilings. .
beds were all occupied; 35 additional patients were with him Sunday morning to avillage church at Mto
lying side by side on the cement floor with one blanket Mbu, which means “River of Mosquitoes.” Be-
apiece; some were lying under the beds. Two more sides chanting the liturgy and preaching in the Swahili
were lying outside on the boards from apacking case, language he accompanied the hymns on a^large accor-
Grinning up at the only nurse. Sister Lydia Doerr, dion. Before the service he questioned two candi-
they indicated they had no complaints about the dates for baptism, amother and ayoung man, to make
facilities. s u r e t h e e v a n g e l i s t ’ s i n s t r u c t i o n h a d b e e n u n d e r s t o o d .

By lantern light we counted 13 Masai men and a solemn moment v/hen these two former pagans
crowding the floor of the 9foot by 17 foot declared their Christian faith and were received by

room. This tribe had previously been reluctant to baptism into the fellowship of believers,
come to. “white man’s medicine” but ithey have de- Six Africans rode to church in the truck with us.
veloped confidence in the Lutheran mission. An Afri- young Chagga woman named “Hannah Oakley”
can evangelist conducts Christian prayers and hymns (^o relation to “Annie Oakley” the American sharp-
three times aday 8a. m., 12 noon and 4p. m. The shooter) held the pastor’s heavy rifle and his shotgun
natives cannot conceive of healing without prayer, lu readiness for him in case any fresh meat came
so they stay away from the government dispensary within gunshot. Coming in, aherd of wildbeast ran
in the next town. a c r o s s t h e r o a d , b u t ^ i n c e . t h e y w e i g h 1 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s

The night before we arrived. Sister Lydia delivered each, he didn’t shoot, because there was not room
three babies. Her operating room was the “air-con- enough for them in the truck.

We also visited a“Boma” or corral the Masai peo-
two of .the babies in wooden boxes by their mothers, pie build for their cattle. This one belonged to the
The third baby was placed near the kitchen stove head chief of the Masai, an old greybearded grand-
inside the home of Missionary Jackson and his wife, father. He sat on abench in the cattle enclosure and
“This African mother has lost five babies,” explained shook hands with us. After this gesture of accept-
Sister Lydia, “she wants to keep this one.” a n c e m a n y M a s a i w a i ' r i o r s c a m e o v e r t o t a l k S w a h i l i

At 4:30 a. m., our second night at this mission sta- with those who could speak it. Tbey are very sensa¬
tion, an African baby was brought in almost dead, tive .about cameras being pointed at them. The old
The umbilical cord had been cut with adirty knife chief has stomach trouble and wondered whether the
and the blood stopped by packing dirt all over the mission could do anything for him. Pastor Jackson
front of the baby. It was caked under 'the poor little told him to get to the Oldeani Dispensary. He said he
tyke’s ohi'n —afilthier baby I’ve never seen. What knew about that because one of his grown sons had
atransformation soap and water made! been cured there. Medical missionaries are surely

To add to Sister Lydia’s troubles, the water supply effective way to pioneer in evangelism when you
failed. Some people further up the mountain were have truly Christian medical workers.

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 3 )

w o m e n

ditioned” space under atree by moonlight. We saw

a n
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“Amercia’s Spiritual Awakening.” In that context the
paragraph is used to fortify Dr. Dybvig’s conclusions,
that “America needs aspiritual awakening, that peo¬
ple seem unusual ly receptive” at this period in our
history. There are 65 million, (think of it!), unchurched
people in our land. The ELC is certainly striving to
reach them. One ELC pastor serves seven (7) con¬
gregations, and one himdred and forty pastors are
serving four (4) or more congregations. This does
not mean that the congregations are tiny. One pastor
has acongregation of 1,096 members and also serves
asecond o f 596 . Ano the r has achu rch o f 839 members
while serving asecond of 623. And apastor serving
five congregations reaches these memberships: 68, 345,
589, 270 and 90 —atotal of 1,362. We must not con¬
clude that these are ideal situations, of course —but
such figures seem to be an indication of what willing¬
n e s s c a n d o .

OPINION
A N D

C O M M E N T
THIS JOURNAL goes to press twice each month.

Many people wri te to sympathize over the editor ial
task of meeting these fortnightly deadlines, and prob¬
ab ly imag ine i t t o be more o f achore than i t i s .
O n e o f t h e l i t t l e - k n o w n r e w a r d s a t t e n d a n t o n t h i s
work is the privilege of receiving something like
twenty different official church papers, (many of them
weekly), and mostly free of charge. It is manifestly
impossible to read them all thoroughly. But it is a
possible duty to go over them quickly, and fasten on
useful bits of information and inspiration here and
there. Some of the things we meet up with are not
without jars and jolts, and one must be alert against
unfair compeu-isons between the work and progress
o f o the r denomina t ions and ou r own synod . Mos t
comparisons are unrealistic —like comparing apples
with oranges instead of comparing two kinds of apples.
In some areas, however, we are shirking aresponsi¬
bility if we do not fearlessly lay up alongside the
work of other groups asimilar work done by ourselves
and make an honest comparison. One way to do this
is by reading the church papers of other groups, and
this editorial is aimed at trying to interest our people
and our pastors in looking into such organs as “The
Lutheran Standard” (ALC) and the “Lutheran Mes¬
senger” (LFC) and “The Lutheran” (ULCA). On
many apastor’s desk in our synod you will find inter¬
denominational papers such as the “Christian Century,”
and quite anumber are beginning to find “The Lu¬
theran” of interest; (1228 Spruce St, Philadelphia 7,
at $3.50). We also like “The Churchman,” (Episco¬
palian) and especially “Christianity and Crisis” (537
W. 121st St., N. Y. 27, at $2.50, edited by John Bennett
and Reinhold Niebuhr). “Ansgar Lutheran” (UELC)
is well-known among us, of course.

ONE REASON that the ELC is having such success
is the existence of the system whereby people can
invest in Home Missions in that synod. One can buy
“Home Mission Trust Certificates” in any amount from
$100 upward. This form of savings brings 'almost three
per cent interest; the money is used only for building
churches and parsonages; the savings are protected by
$3.00 security for every $2.00 invested; savings are
always repaid on the date of maturity unless renewal
is requested. Interest m*ay be compounded annually.
If we understand the system rightly, it is even possible
for affluent congregations to invest their money thus
—congregations which have accumulated unspent
bui ld ing funds or organ funds find this areasonable
and worthy place for such temporary emplacement of
funds. It would appear that this system has few flaws
and agreat deal to commend it.

INSIDE THE front cover of this issue begins a
message preached by our pastor in Withee, Wisconsin.
He submitted it at the request of friends, and we are
happy to receive it and to publish it. We deplore the
modesty of pastors who hesitate to send us sermons
and meditations. Each week we send out personal
appeals to pastors here and there in our'synod, but
the response is not always what we have hoped for.
It is often easier to get permission to print asermon
from some of the foremost preachers in America than
to get it from our own men. We are calling this to
attention not because we ever have ashortage of
material; we have an over-albundance. But our paper
is our paper; it ●ought to find its sources in our own
people as well as its destination.

ASAMPLE of what eye-opening discoveries one
can make in branching out in our reading can be
foimd in the February 21 issue of 'the “Lutheran
Herald” (ELC), carefully edited by O. G. Malmin.
The lead article is by the ELC director of Home Mis¬
sions ,and it is especially his third paragraph that is
exciting. It is worthwhile to quote it fully:

“In our Home Mission program we can honestly say
that it is possible for us in all parts of the country to
occupy areasonably good fie ld , immediate ly bu i ld a
structure that will seat from 250 to 300 people and, fill
this structure with people in from six months to two
years. Furthermore the people who come will carry
all the operating costs, except interest on the loan, at
the end of six months’ t ime; wil l re-finance the loan
fully in from one to four years; and will repay the loan
in from five to ten years. Those of us who believe in
the power of the Gospel are thrilled at the prospects of
aspiritual awakening in our day, because of some of
these developments.”

It should be mentioned that this paragraph appears
in an article pointing to what certainly appears to be

IN THIS connection, we heard of adear old lady
who, after Sunday services, approached her pastor and
said, “Oh, doctor, you really should publish your mes¬
sages. Can’t you soon put out abook of sermons?”
The good pastor replied, “Why, Ihardly think my ser¬
mons are worth putting into abook. Perhaps they will
be published posthumously. '
lady, “Let’s hope that will be real soon.

Well ,” said the sweet

To discuss an opinion with afool is like carrying
a l a n t e r n b e f o r e a b l i n d m a n .

— D e G a s t o n .
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L U T H E R A N N E W S F R O M A R O U N D T H E W O R L D
ing corn this year, the total full car¬
l o a d c o n t r i b u t i o n s a c c o u n t e d f o r a t
the end of 1955 exceeded by 23 the full
c a r l o a d s d o n a t e d i n 1 9 5 4 , M r. N i e l s e n
explained.

T h e A l l L u t h e r a n F o o d A p p e a l i s
jointly sponsored by the church bodies
cooperat ing in the Nat ional Lutheran
Council and by the Lutheran Church-
Missour i Synod . The Rev. Oscar C .
D e c k e r o f C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o , s e r v e d a s
fie ld rep resen ta t i ve fo r the p rogram
on apar t - t ime basis represent ing the
Missouri Synod.

Accord ing to Mr. N ie lsen , the fu l l
carload donations during 1955 consisted
o f 164 ca r l oads o f com, 34 ca r l oads o f
wheat, and one carload of beans. Still
u n c o u n t e d t h e v a r i o u s d o n a t i o n s i n
less than carload quantities.

The 1955 appeal was pro jected in
Te x a s , K a n s a s , M i s s o u r i , C o l o r a d o , N e ¬
b r a s k a , S o u t h D a k o t a , N o r t h D a k o t a ,
M o n t a n a , I d a h o , Wa s h i n g t o n , I o w a ,
Wisconsin, Il l inois, Minnesota, Indiana,
Ohio and Michigan, although in several
states only afew counties with asuffi¬
c i e n t n u m b e r o f L u t h e r a n f a r m e r s
were involved, Mr. Nielsen said.

Statewise most carloads, namely 72
c a r l o a d s o f c o r n a n d t h r e e c a r l o a d s o f
whea t we re ga the red i n M inneso ta ,
I l l i n o i s f a r m e r s c o n t r i b u t e d 2 4 c a r ¬
l o a d s a n d O h i o 2 0 c a r l o a d s o f , c o r n ,
h e c o n t i n u e d .

I n I o w a t h e f a r m e r c o n t r i b u t e d 1 4
a n d i n M i s s o u r i 1 2 c a r l o a d s o f c o r n ,
w h i l e t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m S o u t h D a ¬
k o t a c o n s i s t e d o f n i n e c a r l o a d s o f c o r n
a n d t h r e e c a r l o a d s o f w h e a t .

M o n t a n a a n d N o r t h D a k o t a e a c h
gave n ine ca r l oads o f whea t , wh i l e
Wisconsin provided the same quantity
o f c o r n . F o u r c a r l o a d s o f w h e a t w e r e
c o n t r i b u t e d i n N e b r a s k a , a n d t w o e a c h
i n K a n s a s a n d W a s h i n g t o n .

The fa rmers o f M ich igan p rov ided
t h r e e c a r l o a d s o f c o r n a n d t h e o n l y
f u l l c a r l o a d o f b e a n s d o n a t e d t o t h e
1955 A l l Lu theran Food Appea l , Mr.
Nielsen reported.

T W O P A S T O R S U N F R O C K E D A S

U L C A S Y N O D S U P H O L D S

H E R E S Y C H A R G E S

D E T R O I T C O N G R E G A T I O N

L A U D E D F O R R E S E T T L E M E N T

E F F O R T S

Detroit, Michigan—(NLC)—^The spe¬
cial refugee resettlement committee of
F a i t h L u t h e r a n ( A L C ) c h u r c h h e r e
was singled out as amodel for resettle¬
ment assurances drives by individual
congregations.

I n t h e s i x m o n t h s s i n c e t h e c o m m i t ¬
t e e w a s c r e a t e d , i t h a s p r o v i d e d j o b
and housing assurances for the re¬
settlement of 24 refugee famil ies to¬
tal ing 51 persons, with severM more
assurances stUl in the maldng, accord¬
ing to the Rev. Harry Wolf , the Lu¬
theran Refugee Service’s state admin¬
i s t r a t o r f o r M i c h i g a n .

He attended ameeting at Faith Lu¬
theran on December 14 to pay tribute
to the congregation and the head of
i t s r e s e t t l e m e n t c o m m i t t e e , M r . F e r d i ¬
nand W. B lum, 64 , an e lde r o f t he
church, Simday School finance secre¬
tary, treasurer of the Boy Scouts, and,
since last June, also head of the re¬
s e t t l e m e n t c o m m i t t e e .

In lauding the effort of the congre¬
gation, Mr. Wolf stressed that the
d r i v e f o r a s s u r a n c e s h a s b e e n c o n ¬
ducted entirely on the plaine of Chris¬
t i a n l o v e a n d m o s t o f t h e a s s u r a n c e s
for the refugees were given without
emphasis or advantages potential em¬
ployers may get out of the newcomers.

The assurance drive in the congre¬
gation was started last June 15, when
Mr. Wolf and his case work assistant,
Mr. Sigurds Rudzitis, aLatvian dis¬
placed person brought to Detroit under
the previous Lutheran displaced per¬
sons 'progi’^m, visited the church to
interpret the current Lutheran Refu¬
gee Service program.

C U R R E N T R E P O R T

L u t h e r a n R e f u g e e A s s u r a n c e s
1-1-55 

A s s u r a n c e s r e c e i v e d 2 - 2 0 - 5 6 —
2-24-56 

Total Assurances received
Arrivals during week of 2-20-56— 2
Total Arrivals under Relief Act—4145

Minneapo l i s—(NLC)—^Two pas to rs
o f t h e N o r t h w e s t S y n o d o f t h e U n i t e d
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a w e r e
v o t e d o u t o f t h e m i n i s t r y w h e n a s p e ¬
cial convention of the synod here up¬
he ld t l i e i r conv ic t i on on cha rges o f
h e r e s y.

Attended by 155 pastors and 99 lay¬
m e n , t h e s p e c i a l c o n v e n t i o n o n J a n u - .
ary 26 was called to consider “irregu¬
lar and disturbing doctrinal presenta¬
tions’’ attr ibuted to three yoimg pas¬
t o r s i n t h e M i l w a u k e e a r e a o f W i s c o n ¬
s i n .

Only one dissenting voice was heard
a s t h e c o n v e n t i o n d e c i d e d b y a v o i c e
vote to unf rock the Rev. George P.
C r i s t , J r . , 3 1 , o f B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n
c h u r c h a t D u r h a m , a s u b u r b o f M i l ¬
w a u k e e .

I n a r e c o r d e d b a l l o t , t h e v o t e w a s
2 2 9 t o 8 t o d e p o s e t h e R e v. V i c t o r K .
Wrigley, 33, of Gethsemane Lutheran
c h u r c h i n B r o o k fi e l d , a l s o a s u b u r b o f
M i l w a u k e e .

I n t h e c a s e o f t h e R e v . J o h n G e r -
berd ing, 33, o f Holy Cross Lutheran
church at Menomonee Falls, who had
been acquitted of heresy by the tr ial
c o m m i t t e e , t h e s y n o d a g r e e d t h a t t h e
s e n s e o f t h e c o m m i t t e e ’ s r e q u e s t f o r

p r o p e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n
been fulfilled by Mr. Gerberding’s res¬
ignat ion f rom h is pastorate and that
no further discipl inary measures were
n e c e s s a r y .

T h e c o n v e n t i o n a l s o c e n s u r e d M r .
Wrigley’s congregation for “wilful dis¬
regard of actions of synod” in directing
i t s pas to r no t t o appear be fo re the
t r i a l commi t tee to answer ques t ions
and for rejecting the S5mod’s suspen¬
sion of Mr. Wr ig ley.

By avote of 231 to 0, Gethsemane
c h u r c h w a s a d m o n i s h e d t o r e v i e w i t s

ac t ions and repor t the resu l t o f the
review to Dr. Paul E. Bishop, president
o f t h e s y n o d , w i t h i n t h r e e m o n t h s .
S h o u l d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n f a i l t o a b i d e
by the synod ’s dec is ion aga ins t Mr.
Wrigley, the executive committee was
e m p o w e r e d t o e n t e r u p o n w h a t e v e r
legal course i t deems proper.

I n a f u r t h e r a c t i o n , t h e s y n o d d e ¬
clared t l rat “ i t covets the opportunity
t o e m b r a c e C r i s t a n d W r i g l e y a g a i n
hi the family of synod if their doc-
t i ' ina l posi t ions can be resolved and
d e d i c a t e s s y n o d p r a y e r s f o r t h e s e m e n
t o t h i s e n d .

’The first of the three pastors to be
t r i e d f o r h e r e s y, i n t h e fi r s t s u c h
tr ial in the 60-year l i istory of North¬
w e s t S y n o d , M r . C r i s t w a s f o u n d
guilty last July of nine of the fourteen
charges of deviating from chmch doc¬
t r i n e .

O n t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e s e v e n -

» » h a d

2 2 2 0

1 0 7
7 2 3 7

D A N E O R D A I N E D L U T H E R A N

B I S H O P O F P A K I S T A N

Copenhagen, Denmark—(NLC)—The
R e v . J e n s C h r i s t e n s e n a D a n i s h L u ¬
theran missionary, was ordained Bish¬
o p o f t h e n e w L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n
Pak i s tan es tab l i shed by j o in t ac t i on
o f D a n i s h a n d A m e r i c a n L u t h e r a n
congregations, according to the Church
N e w s f r o m t h e N o r t h e r n C o u n t r i e s .

H e w i l l p r e s i d e o v e r a s y n o d o f s i x
P a k i s t a n e e s a n d s i x f o r e i g n m i s s i o n ¬
aries, it added.

The consecration ceremony in Risal-
pur south of Mardan, was led by Dr.
Johannes Sandegren, recent ly ret i red
Bishop of Tranquebar in South India,
and Bishop Gudmund §bhioler of Ros-
ki lde who represented the Church of
D e n m a r k .

A L FA’ S ’ 5 5 A P P E A L O B TA I N S
199 CARLOADS OF FOOD

( N L C ) — F a r m -Minneapol is , Id inn.
in 16 agricultural states donated

199 fuU carloads of farm commodities
to the 1955 All Lutheran Food Appeal,
i t was announced here by the Rev.
Ove R. Nie lsen, d i rector of the pro-

e r s

g r a m .
“Our Lu theran fa rmers have aga in

demonstrated their concern for those
who dwell in the lands of hunger and
sorrow by bringing generous gifts of
f ood t o t he Foo t o f t he C ross , ” he
s t a t e d .

In spite of asevere drought which
prohibited farmers in Nebraska and
parts of South Dakota from contribut-

f f
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the workers of the country,” the Press
S e r v i c e s a i d .

This exchange, it continued, caused
s e v e r a l t o p l e a d e r s ” o f t h e C h u r c h t o

s u p p o r t t l i e b i s h o p a n d t o c l a i m ‘ ‘ i t
was high time for the Chui-ch to voice
its opposition against Pastor Forbech.”

On the other hand, Mr. Forbech has
gained strong support from Norway’s
Communist newspaper, and in the Par¬
liament aCommunist deputy has an¬
nounced he win formally question the
M i n i s t e r o f C h u r c h A f f a i r s o n “ w h e t h ¬
er it is in the line of abishop’s duties
to force his pastors to have uniform
concepts of the work for peace.”

I n r e p l y t o a n o n - C o m m u n i s t n e w s ¬
paper ’s inquiry as to how the Church
of' Norway would further world peace,
Bishop Smemo praised the work done
b y t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s a n d
i t s C o m m i s s i o n o n I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f ¬
fa i r s , t he Press Serv i ce conc luded .

“Tile people cannot understand that
a n i n s t i t u t i o n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a p o ¬
l i t i c a l d i c t a t o r ’ s n a m e c a n f u r t h e r
wo r l d peace , ” he added .

L a s t D e c e m b e r , w h e n t h e S t a l i n
Prize was given to Mr. Forbech, sev-

. e r a l o f h i s c o l l e a g u e s a m o n g t h e
Norwegian clergy urged him to refuse
it, but the 60-yeai’-old assistant pastor
d is regarded the i r adv ice , the Press
S e r v i c e r e p o r t e d .

I t a d d e d t h a t f o r y e a r s F o r b e c h h a s
b e e n a c t i v e i n t h e p r o - c o m m u n i s t
“ p e a c e m o v e m e n t , ” h a s a t t e n d e d
“world peace congresses,” and visited
b o t l i t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d R e d C h i n a ,
f r o m w h e r e h e r e t u r n e d w i t h g l o w i n g
reports of “ful l rel igious freedom.

His re tor t to B ishop Smemo’s re¬
m a r k s w a s t h a t t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r

op in ions may be “par t l y due to the
fact that the Bishop has his main con¬
tact among the Christians and Iamong

m e m b e r t r i a l c o m m i t t e e , M r . C r i s t w a s
suspended from his ministerial duties
a n d l a t e r t u r n e d i n h i s o r d i n a t i o n p a ¬
pers. His congregat ion accepted the
c o m m i t t e e ’ s v e r d i c t w h e n i f v o t e d 6 2 -
13 to suspend Mr. Crist as its pastor.

Mr. Gerberding, the second pastor
to be tried, was cleai-ed of heresy when
the trial committee last August unani¬
m o u s l y v o t e d a c q u i t t a l o n s e v e n
c h a r g e s a n d d i s m i s s e d a n e i g h t h
c h a r g e . ' T h e c o m m i t t e e , h o w e v e r ,
c a l l e d l o r d i s c i p l i n a r y a c t i o n b y t h e
s y n o d .

L a t e r , a r e t r i a l o f M r. G e r b e r d i n g
w a s d e m a n d e d b y 3 5 M i l w a u k e e U L C A
p a s t o r s a n d a s i m i l a r r e q u e s t w a s
made by the synod’s Wisconsin Con¬
ference. Both petitions were tabled by
the s3Tiod at i ts spec ia l convent ion
h e r e .

Mr. Gerberd ing la te r res igned h is
p a s t o r a t e , h i n t i n g i t w a s b e c a u s e o f
d e m a n d s h e b e r e t i r e d . T h e c o n g r e g a ¬
t ion rejected his resignation, but Mr.
G e r b e r d i n g l e f t t h e p a s t o r a t e o n D e ¬
c e m b e r 1 a n d h a s e n t e r e d t h e e m p l o y
o f a W i s c o n s i n w e e k l y n e w s p a p e r .

Mr. Wrigley, the third pastor to be
t r ied, was found gu i l ty in November
on five of s ix counts o f heresy. On
the advice of his church counci l , he
d i d n o t a t t e n d t h e t r i a l . A f t e r h i s c o n ¬

viction, the congregation voted 197 to
18 to d is regard the find ings and to
ask Mr. Wrigley to continue as pastor.

’The congrega t ion a lso au thor i zed
i t s o f fi c e r s t o n e g o t i a t e a l o a n o f
$ 4 8 , 0 0 0 t o p a y o f f o u t s t a n d i n g i n d e b t ¬
edness o f t he chu rch as “a p recau t i on¬
ary measure in case the ULCA’s Board
o f A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s s h o u l d c a l l i t s
l o a n ” t o t h e c h u r c h .

M

our Chi’istian living. From the chapter
“On the ’Trail of the Spirit” we quote:
“ G r u n d t v i g e x p e r i e n c e d a r e n e w a l
w i n c h o n c e a n d f o r a U a n c h o r e d h i s
faith in the Spirit, convinced him that
the Church was the sphere of Spirit’s
ac t ion and tha t the Sp i r i t ’s func t ion
was to give Light and Life!” Ihope
you read the book.

And then came “Danish Rebel,” by
Dr. Jobs. Knudsen. Alone the reading
of the introduction creates adeep feel¬
ing of the greatness of the man, N. F.
S . Grund tv ig , and a long ing to read
more . I n pa rag raph a f te r pa rag raph
w e f e e l t h i s u n d e r l y i n g c u r r e n t :
“Strength of Faith in God by the guid¬
ance of the Holy Spirit through Jesus
Christ,” just as this spiritual giant
h a d e x p e r i e n c e d i t . A s w e r e a d o n i n
the book, we come to this, which
Grundtvig said in simple words: “Then
a s I g r e w t i r e d , I p r a y e d t h e L o r d ’ s
own prayer, the prayer of hope, and
the Holy Spirit came to me to comfort
me and give me strength.” Do you feel
the Peace? Read this book and you
wil l have gained asomething that wi l l
e n r i c h y o u r l i f e .

Best greetings to all readers of the
“Page.” May we go forward in to the
unknown 1956 with courage and con¬
viction, remembering that if Chris¬
t i a n i t y i s t o b e t h e a n s w e r t o t h e
world’s problems, and we are to have
a p a r t , w e m u s t m a k e i t e f f e c t i v e a s
we live and practice it each day.

Ida Egede.

Greetings
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 7 )

w h o h a v e m a d e t h e w o r k r e a l i n t l i e
nine districts, and to the many wilUng
women of our synod who make pos¬
s ib le the ach ievement o f the goa ls ,
large and small, which WMS has set.

Abelated “Tl iank You” goes to you
Mrs. Delford Henderson, as you retire
f r o m t h e W M S b o a r d , f o r c o o p e r a t i o n
a n d e f f o r t s d u r i n g y o u r t e r m . Y o u r
i n t e r e s t i n c h u r c h w o m e n ’ s w o r k w a s
a lways ev ident , and we t rus t i t w i l l
c o n t i n u e e v e n i n o t h e r c a p a c i t i e s .

To our new pres ident . Miss Emi l ie
Stockholm, to the entire board, includ¬
ing our editor, go our best wishes for
cont inued growth in the work as we
g i v e y o u o u r s u p p o r t f o r t h e y e a r
a h e a d .

W r i t e t o t h e s e w o m e n o n t h e W M S
staff when you have something of in¬
t e r e s t t o W M S t o d i s c u s s . I a m c o n ¬

vinced that they will be happy to give
i t cons ide ra t ion th rough the i r round
r o b i n l e t t e r .

O u r t r e a s u r e r ’ s a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s
show tha t we a re nea r i ng t he goa l
p ledged fo r t he Semina ry Improve¬
m e n t F u n d a t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e .
T h a t i s g o o d t o k n o w .

M a n y p r a y e r s , m u c h t h o u g h t a n d
work have been put into the project,
and i t can on l y p lease us t ha t t he
Seminary staff and students reap the
b e n e fi t s e v e r y d a y .

I t i s s a t i s f y i n g t o s e e h o w s u c h
goals can be reached, and frequently
i n r e c o r d t i m e , t h r o u g h t h e s i m p l e
m a c h i n e r y o f W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o ¬
c i e t y a n d b y t h e g o o d w i l l o f t h e
w o m e n o f t h e c h u r c h .

* ● *

Among the read ing mater ia l wh ich
this year came to our Christmas table
w e r e t w o n e w b o o k s . O n e w a s “ N .

F. S. Grundtvig,” by Dr. Ernest D.
Nie lsen. Throughout the ent i re book,
a s w e f o l l o w t h e a u t h o r i n h i s s k e t c h
of the life and work of this unique
leader, are messages of force to guide

S T A L I N P R I Z E T O P A S T O R

S T I R S L U ' r a E R A N N O R W A Y

O s l o , N o r w a y — ( N L C ) — T h e a c c e p t ¬
ance o f a$25 ,000 S ta l i n Peace Pr i ze by
the Rev. Ragna r Fo rbech , ass i s tan t
p a s t o r a t t h e ( L u t h e r a n ) C a t h e d r a l
i n O s l o , h a s s t i r r e d a n e w c o n t r o v e r s y
i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e t h e N o r w e g i a n
C h u r c h .

B ishop Johannes Smemo o f Os lo ,
p r i m a t e o f t h e C h u r c h o f N o r w a y,
voiced public criticism of the Moscow-
h o n o r e d p a s t o r s t r e s s i n g t h a t h e
could not keep silent” after Ml’. For¬

bech had published his letter of thanks
t o t h e S t a l i n P r i z e C o m m i t t e e i n M o s ¬
c o w .

I n t h i s l e t t e r M r . F o r b e c h i n f o r m e d
t h e M o s c o w c o m m i t t e e t h a t “ a g r e a t
m a j o r i t y i n N o r w a y r e j o i c e d a t t h i s
award in spite of opposition from re¬
a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s , ” t h e P r e s s S e r v i c e
o f t h e N o r w e g i a n I n s t i t u t e f o r I n t e r -
Church Relat ions reported.

'This caused Bishop Smemo to state
that “everyone in his sound mind and
w i t h a n e u t r a l j u d g m e n t k n o w s t h a t
the reaction among the majority is not
one of joy, but of anxiety, alarm and
even stronger feelings.”

Outpost ill Tanganyika
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 0 )

Anyone who has seen the work that
Lutheran World Action gifts support
i n Tangany i ka w i l l wan t t o i nc rease
his own giving and encourage others
to do likewise. Atotal of $&2,504 or
about 14 per cent of this year’s LWA
goal is promised for Tanganyika.

H e r e a n d e l s e w h e r e t h e a d v a n c e o f
the Gospel is condit ioned on our re¬
sponse to the love of God.



Page 14

Contributions to Solvang
L u t h e r a n H o m e

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S March 5, 1956
M r . a n d M i ’ s . L e l a n d N i e l s e n
M r. a n d M r s . H o l g e r J e s p e r -

5 . 0 0 O T H E R C O N T R I B U T I O N S
E l i z a b e t h J e n s e n , Va n N u y s 1 0 . 0 0
Ml ' , and Mrs . E inar Hansen,

S a l i n a s _ _
A n o n y m o u s
The Knudsen Foundation  3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0
Fr iendship Ci rc le , K imbaUton
Hedevig Christensen, Burbank
Dagmar Rasmussen, L. A.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Foist ,

L. A. 
Th. R. Knudsen, L. A.
Dr. Sven Lassen, L. A.
Knudsen Creamery Employees

( B u c k o f t h e M o n t h C l u b )
Fr iendship Circ le, Danish Ev.

Lutheran Church, L. A. 1 0 0 . 0 0
Hejls Minde Lodge No. 23 of

Dania, Solvang
Mrs. Nanna Basset, Hollywood
T / S g t . B o r g e H . J o r g e n s e n ,

Randolph, Texas

1 . 0 0s e n

M r . a n d M r s . C a r l P e d e r s e n
M r . a n d M r s . I n g e m a n J a ¬
cobsen 
M r . a n d M r s . J . B . S t e f f e n -

1 . 0 0 , 5 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

M E M O R I A L G I F T S

In memory of Mr. Jens Brink-
man, Pascagoula, Miss., by
Mrs. Harriet Olsen &family $ 2 6 . 0 0

In memory of Jacob Roth, Sol¬
v a n g —

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . C h a s .
Sloane, Solvang 

I n m e m o r y o f M r. C l a u d i u s
Nielsen, Salinas, by Pors &
Schultz Family

In memory of Marius Schmidt,
by John Jensens (Maple)__
Bertha Jensen ,
Kathrine Hansen
Hans and Helga Nielsen
Sara Andersen
Kristine Eskelsen
Easton Ladies’ Aid

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . H e l e n H a n ¬
s e n , M e t a a n d H . J . N i e l s e n
Sara Andersen
Albina Poulsen

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . M a r i e
Christensen, Bakersfield, by
Peder and Margaret Jensen

In memory of Mrs. Betty Niel¬
sen, L. A., by Gina Norgaard
M r. a n d M r s . W U l i a m N e l s o n
Mr. and Mrs. Aage Knudsen
M r . a n d M r s . V i g g o To r s l e v
M r . a n d M r s . R o b e r t W .

A'ndersen ^
Mr. and Mrs. Amo Wolf
Howard Hansen 
M r . a n d M r s . A x e l V . P e d e r ¬
sen -.1

M r . a n d M r s . L . W . G a e r t n e r
M r . a n d M r s . G e n e M o f f a t t
Val F. Montgomery
J. Herman Co. Inc
Mr. and Mrs. John Skov

From Friends by Mrs. L. B.
Nielsen 
F red and E leano r Nybe rg ,
Downey
LUlian Allen
M r . a n d M r s . W m . M a d s e n
and Mr. and Mrs. Lesley Pil-
ley, Alhambra 
E m a n u e l D . E . L . C h u r c h ,
L. A

H. V. Thorup 
M r s . K a t h a r i n e H a n s e n a n d

Family
M r . a n d M r s . C h r i s S o r e n s e n

Miss Anine Dige
M r. a n d M r s . G . J o h n s o n _ _
Mr. and Mrs. Axel Lindvang
M r . a n d M r s . A l f r e d P e d e r -

2 . 0 0
5 . 0 0

2 . 0 0s e n 5 . 0 0
Mrs. Arnold E. Soe
M r s . M a r t h a C . S i m o n s e n _ _
Marie Sorensen
Krestine Jensen 
Mathilde Jensen 
Herriet Eriksen
M l ’ S . A n e S . N i e l s e n _
Mrs. 'Thyra Funders
M r . a n d M r s . T h o r v a l d K e l -
lerup 
M r . a n d M r s . C h r i s F o l s t _ _
Walter N. Brandt

M r . a n d M r s . E r v i n H a n s e n ,
Mr. and Mrs. VUly Bjombak,
M r. a n d M r s . S i m o n H a n s e n ,
N o r m a H a n s e n , M r s . H i l d a
Jorgensen, Mrs. Ema Bailie,
M r s . E v a K i r k , E l e o n o r a a n d
G i m d a J e n s e n , M r. a n d M r s .
D e a n L y o n s , M r . a n d M r s .
Edvin Schafer, Mr. and Mrs.
Jake Jacobsen
M r . a n d M r s . J . B . A n d e r ¬

sen (Ib) 
M r. a n d M r s . P a u l C h r i s t i a n -

1 . 0 0 1 0 0 . 0 0
3 3 . 5 0 1.00

l .Op 5 0 . 0 0
1 9 . 5 0
5 0 . 0 0

1 . 0 02 2 . 0 0
1 . 0 0
5 . 0 0
1 . 0 0 3 0 . 0 03 . 5 0
1 . 0 0

2 . 0 0 5 . 0 0
2 . 5 0 5 . 0 0 5 0 . 0 02 . 5 0

5 . 0 0 5 . 0 02 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 02 . 0 0
3 . 0 0

P e r i o d f r o m J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 5 6
to February 29, 1956 
Previously acknowledged $ 5 , 1 3 1 . 0 9

$2,000.00
O u r h e a r t f e l t t h a n k s t o o n e a n d a l l

for these kind donations. You may be
assured that every gift, large or small,
i s e v e r s o m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d . W e
a l l send you our persona l g ree t ings
and wdsh you the best always.

S O L V A N G L U T H E R A N H O M E
Nis P. Pors, Treasurer.

$4,450.002 . 5 0
1 . 0 0 U n p a i d P l e d g e s1 . 0 0

4 2 . 0 0
3 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

1 0 . 0 0
5 . 0 02 . 5 0 s e n

2 . 5 0 In memory of Friends by Mr.
and Mrs. Chris Madsen

I n m e m o r y o f M r . S v e n d U .
H a n s e n , S o l v a n g - T y l e r , M r .
a n d M r s . H e n r y G . P e t e r s e n
M r . a n d M r s . M a r t i n J a c o b ¬
sen 

M r . a n d M r s . J o r g e n A n d e r -

2 . 5 0 1 0 0 . 0 0

P a s t o r s ’ I n s t i t u t e
Grand View Seminary, Des Moines, la.

A p r i l 1 0 - 1 2 , 1 9 5 6
High l ights o f the Program:

Dr. Dav id Wes ley Sope r o f Be lo i t
C o l l e g e , s p e a k i n g o n c o n t e m p o r a r y
theology.

Dr. I go r Be l l a o f Hamma D iv in i t y,
speaking on church and state behind
t h e I r o n C u r t a i n .

D r . A . H . E w a l d , D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t
of ALC, speaking on acceptable stew¬
ardship practices.

Dr. Le roy Norqu i s t o f Grand V iew
Seminary, speaking on aNew. Testa¬
m e n t s u b j e c t .

Plan to be there, and please enroll
so that we may arrange housing.

Axel Ki ldegaard, Dean.

2 . 5 0
2 . 0 0 3 . 5 0
2 . 0 0

3 . 5 0
5 i 0 0

1 5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

2 . 0 0s e n

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . H u l d a
M a d s e n , F r e s n o , P o r s a n d
Schultz Family

5 . 0 0
3 . 5 06 . 0 0

I n m e m o r y o f M r . O l o f O s t -
l u n d , S o l v a n g H o m e , M a r ¬
gueri te Sundbak, Meadvi l le,

3 9 . 0 0

P a . 2 0 0 . 0 05 . 0 0
John C. and Ruth M. Kllng-
ener, MeadvUle, Pa.
Miss Anna Hulbeck

Miss Maria Handrup
Mrs. Carl Ostlund
Lilli Wray Halsted
Mrs. Harold Omsted
M r . a n d M r s . L . E . H a n s e n
M r . a n d M r s . S . C h r i s t i e _ _
M r . a n d M r s . H a r o l d H a r k -

5 . 0 0
1 0 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0

5 . 0 01 0 . 0 0
1 0 . 0 0 1 0 . 0 0

5 . 0 0 The Rural Pastor —
1 9 5 6 M o d e l

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )

o f H e a v e n b u t a l s o o f A m e r i c a , a n d
members o f a l a rge r wo r l d commun¬
i t y . ”

Thus another Lutheran pastor casts
h i s v o t e f o r a b r o a d e r c o n c e p t i o n o f
t he r u ra l pas to r ’s j ob . No t t ha t t he
shepherd’s tasks have been neglected
while the pastors have been busy “ex¬
pressing themselves.” Indeed not! To¬
day’s pastors approach the tradit ional
parish work of preaching, teaching and
sp i r i t ua l gu idance w i th a l l t he con¬
secrated enthusiasm of their prede¬
c e s s o r s ; b u t t h e y b e l i e v e t h a t G o d
approves of their interest in improving
the total quality of rui'al living.

2 5 . 0 04 . 0 0
1 . 0 0

3 . 0 0son 

Ml’S. Sorine Jensen

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Nygaard
M r. a n d M r s . P a u l C h r i s t i a n -

1 . 0 0
2 . 0 01 . 0 0
2 . 5 05 . 0 0

5 . 0 01 . 0 0 s e ns e n

M r . a n d M r s . J o r g e n A n d e r ¬
sen and Anna Schmidt
M r. a n d M r s . B . P. C h r i s t e n -

M r . a n d M r s . V i c t o r S o n d e r -
gaar
M r . a n d M r s . C h a r l i e J o h n -

3 . 0 01 . 0 0

5 . 0 01 . 0 0 s e ns o n

Mr. Jacob Boysen
Mrs. Adele Lloyd
Mr. David Hall
Mrs. Mary O. Hansen
M r . a n d M r s . C . V . N i e l s e n

In memoi’y of Svend U. Han¬
sen, Mrs. Sorine Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Nygaard

5 . 0 0M r . a n d M r s . H a r o l d M a t h i -
5 . 0 01 . 0 0s e n

5 . 0 0M r . a n d M r s . A n t o n N i e l s e n
M r . a n d M r s . W m . J e n s e n _ _
Peder M. Baek
Mrs. Marie Praestegaar
Mrs. Agnes Christensen
Karen Sylvest 

2 . 0 0
1 . 0 02 . 0 0
3 . 0 01 . 0 0

3 . 0 0
2 . 0 0 2 . 0 0
2 . 0 0 2 . 5 0
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H o m e A l i s s i o n ;
O u r S a v i o r ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Hartford, Conn. 
T h e F i r s t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Alden, Minn.

gregation, (site of our Annual Conven¬
t i o n i n A u g u s t . ) T h e M i s s i o n C i r c l e
h a s m a d e q u i l t s f o r t h e f a m i l i e s , a n d
f o r t h e C h i l d r e n ’ s H o m e i n C h i c a g o .

G r e e n v i l l e , M i c h i g a n . E v e r y t h r e e
months, the Sunday School of Trinity
C h u r c h s p o n s o r s a “ F a m i l y N i g h t , ” b e ¬
g inn ing wi th apot luck supper in the
church basement, and ending with a
good religious film. Also on the pro.-
g ram is the p resen ta t ion o f awards
t o c h i l d r e n , a n d f e l l o w s h i p s i n g i n g .

N e w a r k , N e w J e r s e y . T h e c o n g r e ¬
g a t i o n h a s f o r m e d a c o m m i t t e e o f
fi v e t o l o o k f o r a n e w l o c a t i o n f o r t h e

c h u r c h , t o r e p o r t t o t h e n e x t b u s i n e s s
meeting.

Dwight, I l l inois. On March 22, this
c o n g r e g a t i o n w i l l o b s e r v e i t s 8 0 t h
anniversary.

Pasadena, Cal i forn ia . New heat ing
f a c i l i t i e s f o r t h e c h u r c h p r o p e r t y h e r e
h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n p u r c h a s e d . A t a
r e c e n t “ f e l l o w s h i p m e e t i n g ” s u p p e r
a n d l e c t u r e , a b o u t s e v e n t y p e r s o n s
a t t e n d e d .

B i n g s t e d , I o w a . C a r l o a n d M a r i a n
Petersen, pastor ’s family in St. John’s
c h u r c h h e r e , r e c e n t l y h a d t h e i r n e w ¬
b o r n b a b y, M a r k A l a n , b a p t i z e d . A
Men ’s Supper i s p lanned fo r March
8. After the meal, the men will begin ^
to: paint the basement; strengthen the *
balcony stairway; bui id acrying room
n u r s e r y i n t h e b a l c o n y.

B u t h t o n , M u m e s o t a . P a s t o r W a l t e r
B r o w n , o f H o p e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h h e r e ,
a n d o f t h e D i a m o n d L a k e L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , h a s r e s i g n e d h i s p a s t o r a t e
h e r e a n d w i l l l e a v e i n A p r i l f o r a n e w
Lutheran pastorate in Miami, Arizona,
acco rd ing to t he TYLER JOURNAL.

Des Moines, Iowa. Pastor ’s Institute
w i l l b e h e l d A p r i l 1 0 - 1 2 , G r a n d V i e w
Seminary, Des Moines. Speakers are
David Wesley Soper, J. Igor Bella, plus
the faculty members.

O U R C H U R C H $ 40.60

5 . 0 0
Withee, Wiscoiisui. Avisiting evan¬

gelism program is being conducted in
this community by the congregation,
a n d p r o s p e c t s a r e p r o m i s i n g . T h e
pastor, Clayton Nielsen, who is presi¬
d e n t o f D i s t r i c t V, a n n o u n c e s t h a t
the d is t r ic t i s conduct ing an appeal
for $5,000 for the building fund for the
miss ion a t C i rc le P ines , M inneso ta .
F e b r u a r y 2 3 w a s o b s e r v e d a s “ C i r c l e
P i n e s ” S u n d a y i n t h e c h u r c h e s o f t h e
d is t r i c t . Pas to r Ove N ie l sen has headed
the committee in charge of the “by
maU” campaign.

Sea t t l e , Wash ing ton . Improvemen t
o n t h e m a g n i fi c e n t n e w c h u r c h h e r e
stn i goes on. Excavators have been
busy removing 3,000 cubic yards of
g r a v e l a t t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e b l o c k ,
a n d i t i s p l a n n e d t h a t a c e m e n t fi r m
w i l l s o o n p u t i n t h e c e m e n t a n d b l a c k -
topping for the parking area. Agroup
of symbolic figures, carved by asculp¬
tor at the Univers i ty of Washington,
h a s b e e n o r d e r e d , d o n a t e d b y t w o
members of the congregat ion. I t wi l l
s t a n d i n t h e n a r t h e x . . . I n t e r e s t i n g
note: the cook book sold by the ladies
of th is congregat ion, FROM DANISH
KITCHENS, has now sold almost fif¬
t e e n t h o u s a n d c o p i e s ! I n t e r e s t e d
h o m e m a k e r s m a y g e t a c o p y, p o s t p a i d ,
b y s e n d i n g t w o d o l l a r s t o S t . J o h n ’ s
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , 5 5 1 5 P h i n n e y A v e ¬
n u e , S e a t t l e 3 , Wa s h i n g t o n .

Tyler, Minnesota. Dates have been
s e t f o r t h e a n n u a l R e c r e a t i o n I n s t i t u t e
h e l d a t D a n e b o d h e r e e a c h s u m m e r .

The Ins t i t u te th i s yea r w i l l be he ld
July 22-28. Leaders of th is Inst i tu te
f r o m o u r s y n o d a r e P a s t o r H a r r i s J e s -
p e r s e n , P a s t o r E n o k M o r t e n s e n , S a r -
a l l c e P e t e r s e n a n d H a r r y J e n s e n . A l s o
from Tyler, Mr. Hans Svendsen, treas¬
urer for the Old People’s Home here
c a l l s a t t e n t i o n t o a n e r r o r i n h i s r e ¬
p o r t i n L . T. J a n u a r y 2 0 . T h e g i f t
of $81.30 to the Home Building Fund
w a s f r o m t h e L a k e N o r d e n , S o u t h
Dakota , D is t r ic t convent ion, and not
as reported.

Alden, RDnaesota. An Easter Sun¬
r i s e S e r v i c e f o r y o u n g p e o p l e i s
p lanned in th is communi ty in Grace
L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , a t 6 a . m . , t o b e
f o l l o w e d b y a f e l l o w s h i p b r e a k f a s t .
The ACappe l la Cho i r o f Grand View
wi l l v i s i t th is congregat ion Apr i l 14 ,
wh i le on tour th rough the d is t r i c t .

W a t e r l o o , I o w a , A b a n q u e t - s t y l e
church supper will be held here March
1 8 . D r . E r l i n g J e n s e n o f A m e s , w i l l
s p e a k o n t h e s u b j e c t : “ Y o u O w n A
C o l l e g e , ” a n d a g r o u p o f s i n g e r s f r o m
G r a n d V i e w w i l l p r o v i d e m u s i c e n t e r ¬
t a i n m e n t . F r e e - w i l l g i f t s w i l l b e r e ¬
c e i v e d a n d t i c k e t s w i l l n o t b e s o l d .

H a r t f o r d , C o n n e c t i c u t . D r. E r n e s t
Nielsen is guest speaker here on March
11. Dr. Nielsen wi l l be v is i t ing other
c h u r c h e s i n D i s t r i c t I .

Muskegon , M ich igan . Two re fugee
fami l ies a re sponsored by th is con-

$ 45.60
( I n m e m o r y o f M r s . Wa l l a c e
H e m m i n g s e n b y M r . a n d
Mrs . Be rna rd Hemmingsen
a n d f a m i l y, M r. a n d M r s .
Carrol Jensen and family)

Cliildren’s Home, Chicago, 111.:
B e t h a n y L u t h e r a n S u n d a y

School, Ludington, Mich $ 50.00
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

W o m e n , C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a 1 5 . 0 0

$ 65.00
O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e , Ty l e r ,

M i i m . :
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

W o m e n , C e d a r F a l l s , I o w a _ _ $ 1 5 . 0 0
S e a m e n ’ s I M i s s i o n :
S t . J o h n ’ s L a d i e s ’ A i d , E x i r a ,

Iowa ;
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h i u r c h

Women, Cedar Falls, Iowa __ 2 0 . 0 0

$ 5.00

$ 25.00P r e s i d e n t ’ s T r a v e l :
D i a m o n d L a k e L u t h e r a n

Church, Lake Benton, Minn. $ 1 5 . 0 0
Hope Lutheran Church, Ru&-

ton, Minn. 1 _ 1 5 . 0 0

$ 30.00L u t h e r a n S t u d e n t C e n t e r :
St. Ansgar ’s Lutheran Church,

Waterloo, Iowa
A i u u i a l R e p o r t s :
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Cedar Falls, Iowa
P a s t o r ’ s P e n s i o n D u e s :
R e v. H a r o l d I b s e n , V i b o r g ,

South Dakota (For 1955)—$ 5 6 . 0 0

$ 7.35

.$ .51

Total Budget Receipts $ 2 , 3 0 8 . 9 6
R e c e i v e d f o r I t e m s O u t s i d e o f

B u d g e t :
L u t h e r a n W o r l d A c t i o n :
S t . S tephen ’s Lu th . Chu rch ,

Chicago, lU., For year 1955$ 110.99
2 2 . 9 6

Acknowledgement of Re¬
ceipts from the Synod

T r e a s u r e r
For the Month of January 1956

Towards t he Budge t :
C o n g r e g a t i o n s :
B e t h a n y L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Ludington, Mich. - :
E m a n u e l D a n i s h E v . L u t h e r a n

Church, Los Angeles, Cal i f . 100.00
N a t h a n i e l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Dagmar, Mont.
B e t h e s d a E v . L u t h . C h u r c h ,

Newark, New Jersey
C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Muskegon, Mich.

For year 1956

$ 1 3 3 . 9 5O l d P e o p l e ’ s H o m e ,
Des Monies, Iowa:
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h

Women, Cedar Fa l l s , Iowa$ 10 .00
Women’s Mission Society:
S t . J o h n ’ s L a d i e s ’ A i d , E x i r a ,

I o w a
$ 2 0 0 . 0 0

$ 5 . 0 0

M. C. Miller, Tretisurer.
Amer ican Evange l i ca l

L u t h e r a n C h u r c h .1,371.00

1 0 0 . 0 0
I n v i t a t i o n F r o m

Valborgsminde
Y o u a r e m o s t c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d t o

the Open House festivities at Valborgs-
m i n d e H o m e f o r A g e d , 11 0 1 G r a n d
View Ave., Des Moines, Iowa, on Palm
Sunday, March 25 , f rom 2 to 5p . m.
W e w o u l d l i k e t o s l i o w y o u o u r e n ¬
larged and remodeled dining room and
o u r m o d e r n i z e d k i t c h e n f a c i l i t i e s . R e ¬
f r e s h m e n t s w i l l b e s e r v e d .

Ethel and Svend KJaer, Managers.

2 3 0 . 0 0

$2,001.00P e n s i o n F u n d :
T h e F i r s t L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,

Alden, Minn. $ 63.50

$ 63.50
(In memory of Mrs. WaUace
H e m m i n g s e n b y M i ' , a n d
M r s . B e r n a r d H e m m i n g s e n
a n d f a m i l y, M r . a n d M r s .
Ca r ro l Jensen and fam i l y )
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emotional buildup without expected re¬
sults. The relapse may be worse than
t h e o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n .

4 . T h e r e i s a d a n g e r t h a t t h o s e
liealed or supposedly healed (there are
both) may come to bel ieve that i t is
tlie faith healer who does the healing,
and not the Holy Spirit, Who alone
can give this type of healing.

To conclude, with apostive em¬
phasis. Important as is the body and
as are the diseases of tlie body, Jesus
Christ gives power beyond the healing
and restoration of the body. He gives
s a l v a t i o n t o t h e h u m a n s o u l , f r e e s i t
from tile bondage ol sin, and gives it
freedom and spiritual liealth. He brings
us in to r i gh t re la t i onsh ip w i th God .
There are diseases wiiicli can be and
a re hea led th rough fa i t h ; t he re a re
other diseases which need the help
of aphysician or surgeon before heal¬
ing can begin. Through faith in Jesus
Christ we may be healed of more Uls
than we dream possible; through faith
in Jesus Christ we are also given
power to gain victoi-y over the evi ls
of the world. We are given power to
l ive victor iously, even though our
physical ills be not removed, for in
the life to come, we shall be freed from
all ills. To him who believes, great
things are possible. At the same time,
l e t u s n o t t e m p t t h e L o r d o r G o d
th rough t he m isuse o f H i s name to
s e c u r e o u r o w n s e l fi s h e n d s . L e t u s
not cheapen our faith and things that
are sacred by adisplay to the world,
like casting pearls before swine. May
the faith of each one of us be strength¬
ened, so that we may find salvation in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, regardless of
any infirmity we may have. Amen.

Faith Healing
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

do not disappear in amoment of time
w h e n t h e y a r e c a u s e d b y o r g a n i c d e ¬
generat ions. Var ious author i t ies est i¬
mate that from fifty per cent to ninety
p e r c e n t o f a l l d i s e a s e i s f u n c t i o n a l ,
not organic.

What kinds of diseases are cured by
fa i t h? Mos t scho la rs o f t he sub jec t
believe that the vast majority of cures
a r e f r o m a m o n g w h a t w e w o u l d c a l l
t h e “ f u n c t i o n a l ” d i s e a s e s . A p e r s o n
w h o h a s h a d a f u n c t i o n a l p a r a l y s i s
m a y l o s e t h e p a r a l y s i s i n t h e e x c i t e -
menl: of (he faith healing procedure.
The faith attitude supplemented by in¬
t e n s e e x p e c t a t i o n a n d n o l i t t l e e m o ¬
t i o n a l e x c i t e m e n t d o e s t h e t r i c k . T h e
e f f e c t o f c o u r s e , o f s e e i n g a p a t i e n t
hobbl ing up on crutches and walking
away on his own legs is lastingly im¬
pressive and convincing. I t is of im¬
p o r t a n c e t o o b s e r v e t h a t w h i l e f a i t h -
c u r i s t s o f t e n s p u r n m e d i c i n e a n d
m e d i c a l p r a c i t i o n e r s , t h e y m a n i f e s t a
r e m a r k a b l e c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e d i a g n o s e s
made and sometimes hastily, by those
same medical pract i t ioners. Even the
m o s t c o m p e t e n t p h y s i c i a n s a d m i t m i s ¬
takes in diagnosis.

The procedure in faith healing is that
fai th is supplemented by the arousal
o f e x p e c t a t i o n , w o n d e r o r e v e n a w e ,
to ah igh p i tch o f in tens i ty. There is
o f t e n a l o n g j o u r n e y , f o l l o w e d b y d e ¬
l a y s d u e t o c r o w d e d c o n d i t i o n s . W h e n
at last the patient reaches the climactic
m o m e n t o f c o n t a c t w i t h t h e h e a l e r ,
f a t i g u e h a s w e a k e n e d t h e p o w e r s o f
inhibi t ion, and the over-exci ted emo¬
tions incidental to the high expectation
break loose and dominate. The appar¬
ent effect is healing of some kind.

W h a t a b o u t t h e a f t e r - e f f e c t s . T h e
subsequent h istory of those who are
said to have been cured by fa i th is

r a r e l y t o l d . T h e o b s e r v e r i s a l l o w e d
t o a s s u m e t h a t t h e c u r e e n d e d t h e

t r o u b l e . P h y s i c i a n s , h o w e v e r , o f t e n
t e l l o f b e i n g c a l l e d t o s e r v e t h e s a m e
p e o p l e f o r t h e v e r y s a m e d i s e a s e s o f
which they were suposedly cured; and
under takers a re fond o f te l l i ng how
m a n y o f t h e s u p p o s e d l y c i u e d l a t e r
p a s s t h r 0 u g l i t h e i r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .
T l i e r e i s a m p l e r e a s o n f o r b e l i e v i n g
t h a t a v e r y s i g n i fi c a n t n u m b e r c o m e
ou t o f t he f a i t h hea l i ng expe r i ence
with abelief in their cure which closely
a p p r o x i m a t e s t h e n a t u r e o f a d e l u s i o n
o r o f a n o b s e s s i o n . T h e r e m u s t a l s o
b o m a n y i n s t a n c e s o f p r o f o u n d d i s a p -
pointment, although .1u.st what the
e f fec t o f such ad i sappo in tmen t may
b e c a n o n l y b o g u e s s e d a t . A n d t h e r e
is ample reason for thinking that the
intensit ies of fai th heal ing campaigns
a g g r a v a t e t h e n e r v o u s c o n d i t i o n o f
many otherwise fa i r ly s table ind iv id¬
u a l s i n t o d e fi n i t e l y a b n o r m a l f o r m s o f
funct ion ing.

The re i s a l so t h i s dange r : Where
p e o p l e g o t h r o u g h t h e e x c i t e m e n t o f
afai th heal ing campaign with the ex¬
p e c t a t i o n o f c u r i n g s o m e p r e s e n t l y
hopeless condition, such as cancer, they
are very likely to come out of it with
awel l -establ ished obsession that they
have been healed. They are so domi¬
n a t e d b y t h e o b s e s s i o n t h a t f o r a t i m e
they may be less disturbed by the dis¬
eased organs. Because of th is , they
f a i l t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e c u r e h a s
f a i l e d .

There are real ly two forms of faith
h e a l i n g . T h e r e i s t h e g e n e r a l a i d t o
ahealthy funct ioning of the organism,
w h i c h h a s b e e n d e s c r i b e d a s t h e f a i t h
effect over certain parts of the nervous
system, with ageneral effect upon the
phys io log ica l processes of the body.
The other form of faith healing, which
may be aided by the first, is the hys¬
ter ica l symptom removal through the
i n t e n s e e m o t i o n a l e x c i t e m e n t o f t h e

fa i th-heal ing procedure, supplemented
by the stabilizing effect of the new way
of l i v ing set up by the memor ies o f
t h a t e x p e r i e n c e .

W h a t M r . R o b e r t s a n d o t h e r f a i t h

h e a l e r s a r e d o i n g i s d a n g e r o u s f o r
s e v e r a l r e a s o n s :

1. They make atravesty of full Chris¬
t i a n t e a c h i n g . T h e y o v e r - e m p h a s i z e
o n e s m a l l p o r t i o n o f t h e C h r i s t i a n
f a i t h . S o m e p s y c h i a t r i s t s , i n c l u d i n g
o n e t o w h o m I h a v e t a l k e d , c h a r a c t ¬
er ize the i r work as s imi lar to e ight¬
eenth century wi tchcraf t . The Gospel
d o e s n o t p r o m i s e f r e e d o m f r o m a l l
ills in this world, but it promises power
to face al l ev i ls that come our way.
The emphas is i s pu re l y on phys i ca l
healing.

2 . I n c a s e s w h e r e t h e r e i s n o c u r e ,
where the disease is organic and not
funct ional , there is the running-away
from the truth, and the possibi l i ty of
e a r l i e r d e a t h b e c a u s e o f f a l s e b e l i e f .

3 . T h e t h i r d d a n g e r i s t h a t o f t e n
t h e r e i s i n a d e q u a t e p s y c h o t h e r a p y,
which may lead to nervous breakdowms
o r o t h e r m e n t a l i l l n e s s , b e c a u s e o f t h e

On Ot to Mo l le r ’s
●“The Firm Foundation”

F r i e n d :

nyou susi^t that Ihave pubUshed
this translation with thoughts upon
the question of afffiiation, Iam not
d e n y i n g i t .
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If it gives you aglimpse of what
always has been held to be the true
Christianity, then that was the pur¬
p o s e .

If you agree with me that the spir¬
itual aspect of the question before us
should be kept to the fore, then you
might do as the minister in Ludington*
has done. He has printed this among
h i s S u n d a y a n n o u n c e m e n t s . . . , “ A
b o o k l e t , T H E F I R M F O U N D AT I O N ,
is here. Be sure to get acopy. If
you l ike i t you may pay aquarter for
it. If you do not care for it, pass it
on to ano t l i e r tha t m igh t l i ke i t . To
liave it read is the prime purpose of
t h e l a b o r o f l o v e d o n e f o r t h i s b o o k -
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S incerely yours,
Va l d e m a r S . J e n s e n .

P l e a s e d o n o t r e t u m u n s o l d
U !

P . S .

copies.
* ) J o h n C h r i s t e n s e n .
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